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Abstract: The philosophical foundations of Chinese Marxism represent a unique and 
evolving adaptation of Marxist theory in the historical, cultural, and socio-political 
context of China. Chinese Marxism emphasizes dialectical materialism and historic 
materialism, which are central to classical Marxism but adapts these principles to the 
realities of China's socio-economic situations, together with its conventional 
Confucian values, the agrarian nature of its society, and its innovative history. The 
study aims to analyze the intellectual foundations of Chinese Marxism, which includes 
the junction of human nature and social relations. This investigates how Confucianism, 
Daoism, and different indigenous philosophies shaped the Chinese information of 
Marxism, especially regarding morality, social harmony, and individual and communal 
actions. Asserting that societal ties serve as the foundation for human activity and 
development, it indicates that modern Chinese philosophers emphasize the social 
component of human nature while acknowledging a conflict between the social and 
natural aspects. It explores the case that Chinese Marxism provides a unique 
framework for comprehending the connection between individual goals and the well-
being of the group by crucially analyzing important texts and activities. It additionally 
emphasizes the philosophical foundations that manual China's current governance and 
socioeconomic change initiatives. Chinese Marxism remains relevant for addressing 
the complex interactions between social structures and human goals. 
Keywords: Chinese Marxism, Human Nature, Social Relations, Philosophical 
Foundation, Social Harmony 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Chinese Marxism draws from classical Marxist concepts while 
integrating elements of Chinese philosophy, history, and social conditions. 
Its evolution reflects the dynamic intersection of materialist dialectics with 
Confucian, Taoist, and other indigenous traditions. Chinese Marxism 
strategies human nature through the lens of ancient materialism (Shu, 
2024). Karl Marx's perception of the malleability of human nature due to 
socio-economic situations resonates with Chinese Marxism. However, 
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Chinese thinkers, specifically under the influence of Confucianism, 
emphasize the role of ethical cultivation and ethical responsibilities in 
shaping individuals (Kiktenko, 2024). This dual perspective integrates 
materialist and cultural understandings, asserting that human nature is not 
fixed but this can evolve through education, labor, and participation in 
social life. Mao Zedong and later theorists argued that human nature is 
inherently formed utilizing magnificent warfare and the material base of 
society. Remodeling the social conditions and the superstructure (culture, 
ideology) would cause the creation of a "new socialist human" (Boer et al., 
2024). Figure 1 shows the main concept of Marxism. 

 
Figure 1: Concept of Marxism 

1.1 Social Relations and Collective Harmony 
In Chinese Marxism, the focal point on social relations builds on Marx's 

critique of capitalism, which isolates individuals through alienation. 
However, the Chinese approach emphasizes the interconnectedness and 
harmony derived from its Confucian history. Social relations in a Marxist 
experience are usually understood as magnificence relations determined by 
means of production forces and the possession of manufacturing. Chinese 
Marxism incorporates the proper collective welfare, balancing character 
freedoms with social duties. This reflects the effect of traditional Confucian 
values that prioritize the network's well-being and harmony over 
individualism (Li, 2024). 

1.2 Modern Implications 
Chinese Marxism has evolved to accommodate contemporary 
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challenges, consisting of globalization, environmental sustainability, and 
technological advancement. It highlights the need for modifying Marxist 
ideas to China's unique context of history and culture, as seen in "Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics." The philosophical integration of human 
nature and social relations in Chinese Marxism underscores its dynamic, 
pragmatic technique, which seeks to balance ideological consistency with 
practical governance to reach a socialist vision tailored to China's reality. 
Chinese Marxism emphasizes the social nature of people, arguing that 
human identity and development are inherently tied to collective 
relationships. In modern contexts, this perspective offers insights into 
balancing individual aspirations with societal needs. In a generation of rapid 
globalization and technological improvement, where individualism and 
consumerism often dominate, Chinese Marxism advocates for a collectivist 
method that prioritizes communal welfare and social harmony. This 
understanding of human nature underpins policies that goal to lessen 
inequality, promote education, and make certain equitable access to 
resources, aligning individual growth with collective development (Shen, 
2024). 

1.3 Basic Principles of Marxism 
Marxism, as a scientific theory of society is established on four 

fundamental principles: historical materialism, dialectical materialism, the 
surplus value theory, and the communist ideal. Historical materialism holds 
that the material conditions of production are the foundation of social 
development, asserting that the economic basis influences the main 
structure and that societal progress occurs through the dynamic interplay 
of productive forces and production relations. Dialectical materialism 
views the world as an interconnected and evolving matter, driven by 
internal contradictions in entities. These theories, taken together, provide 
a scientific approach to understanding social change and advancement 
(Tan, 2024). Globalization, information technology, and the market 
economy have created new challenges such as increasing income inequality, 
environmental degradation, and labor unrest. Marxism addresses these 
issues by looking at capital accumulation, labor exploitation, and class 
conflict, revealing the systemic causes and providing a theoretical 
framework for criticizing capitalism and exploring socialist alternatives. 
Marxism's insights into culture, ideology, and the state-society relationship 
offer valuable perspectives for comprehending social challenges (Bodea, 
2021). Figure 2 shows the principles of Marxism. 
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Figure 2: Principles of Marxism 

The objective of the review is to observe the philosophical foundations 
of Chinese Marxism, focusing at the interaction between human nature and 
social relations, and analyzing how indigenous philosophies and Marxist 
principles form China's socio-political governance, societal harmony, and 
the connection among individual aspirations and collective well-being.  

2. HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT OF CHINESE 
MARXISM 

Chineseized Marxism aims to apply Marxism to address China's issues, 
incorporate practical experience, and integrate Chinese history and culture. 
The uncovering of philosophical and anthropological concerns has led to 
a shift in China's focus from financial to moral and spiritual issues 
(Rudenko et al., 2023). Marxism is the most significant and distinctive area 
in the modern Chinese humanities and social sciences in terms of academic 
standing. Regarding its function, no other humanistic or social sciences can 
contrast with Marxism's impact on contemporary Chinese politics, cultural 
background, and social life. The vast and diverse contents of modern 
Chinese Marxism beyond the fundamentals covered by academics 
domestically and internationally, and it has a significant impact on both 
reality and scholarly research (Wang & Peters, 2023). Marx and Engels 
consistently approach historical problems from the viewpoint of all people, 
which means that their theory needs to continue beyond ethnocentrism. 
Marx noted that human history will inexorably shift from regional history 
to human history and that global interactions across regions and ethnic 
groupings have increased, as a result of the growth of productive forces. 
Ethnic groups' political, economic, and production developments will be 
interwoven with universal communication, and each group's reliance will 
only grow. China's proposal of a community with a common future for 
humanity and its "harmony logic" is unique and historically unavoidable 
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due to the blending of Marxism's own western cultural genes with the 
traditional Chinese cultural legacy inherited by the CPC. There is a disparity 
among advanced and backward human cultures, and every culture has the 
right and duty to engage in dialogue and pursue development. This is the 
premise of "harmony logic," which holds that there is no completely 
homogeneous sequence in the development of human culture and that the 
"sample" of any regional culture will be disastrous for imitators (Yang, 
2023).   

2.1 The Emergence of Marxism in China  
Both domestic and international backgrounds had a significant role in 

the early 20th-century spread of Marxism in Chinese academies. The 
international community was dealing with unstable conditions and 
tumultuous undercurrents at the start of the 20th century, which drew a 
line between the old and new worlds. The feudal monarchy that had 
controlled China for thousands of years came to an end with the fall of the 
Qing Dynasty. Because of its distinctive features, the teaching community 
has grown to be a significant force in the dissemination of Marxism in this 
historical environment (Xie, 2024). According to Hayton, 2020, “Marxist 
philosophy is the continuation and evolution of French utopian socialism, 
British classical political economics, German classical philosophy, and 
British classical philosophy”. In modern China, the shift from 
"revolutionary philosophy" to "constructive philosophy," one of the three 
fundamental tenets of Marxist philosophy, is a remarkable symbol and 
significant development accomplishment (Hu, 2022). From the beginning, 
dialectics and materialism have dominated the theoretical foundation of 
Marxist philosophy (Li, 2022). 

2.1.1 Marx's biography's Dissemination in China under Qing 
The 121st edition of The Globe Magazines, published by the Shanghai 

Community for Extensive Studies, was distributed in close to 4,000 copies. 
Chinese scholar Cai Erkang and British missionary Timothy Richard co-
translated "Datongxue" (The Study of Universal Brotherhood), which was 
first serialized in this issue. The initial four parts of British sociologist 
Benjamin Kidd's publication "Social Evolution" were condensed and 
translated in this work. Liu (Liu, 2024) observes the “First chapter, "The 
Current World Scene,” cited a prominent figure in the field of many 
professions, “The Englishman Marx,” who was quoted as saying, “The 
power of those who run joint-stock companies is on every continent, far 
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more powerful than the power of sovereigns and ministers in a single 
nation” (this is a paraphrase from The Communist Manifesto, which these 
days is more often translated as, “The bourgeoisie, by exploiting the global 
market, has made the production and consumption of all countries 
cosmopolitan”).” 

3. PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION 

The nation's most renowned Marxist philosopher, Professor Chen 
Xianda, wrote the book “The Necessary Course of Marxist Philosophy in 
the New Era”. People who are in-depth and superficial are first drawn to 
Marxist philosophy, which is followed by the general transition to political 
capitalism and socialism of science and to establish a socialist theoretical 
framework with distinctive Chinese features in the context of China, 
guiding the country's social progress. The issue to be resolved with regard 
to the "compulsory course of Marxist philosophy in the new era" is 
determining that what subjects and areas ought to be covered in the 
existing new era framework. The theme specifically covers Marxism's 
conceptual examination and relevance to the transformation of society in 
the modern era, its directing role in solving real-world problems in various 
fields, and its conceptual development of integrating Marxism and 
Socialism with Chinese characteristics (Chen, 2024). Figure 3 shows the 
philosophical foundation of Marxism. 

 
Figure 3: Philosophical Foundation of Marxism 

3.1 Chinese shared Future for Mankind (CSFM) 
The CSFM idea developed as an important component of Chinese 

administration in the twenty-first century, and other nations of the world 
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became aware in the preceding decade. However, the concept of CSFM 
can be identified back to three significant conceptual ideas: Marxist 
thought, the Confucian system, and Mencius' philosophical concepts. The 
idea behind CSFM is to "organically incorporate new values, thoughts, and 
strategies and thus form a structurally comprehensive, multilayer, scientific 
and logically rigorous theoretical system" (Britannica, 2021). The concept 
has grown into an expansive global strategic thinking framework. A 
number of scholars, including Zhang, Shou, and Zhao, link the CSFM 
concept with conventional Chinese culture. In contrast to the "Belt and 
Road Initiative" and the "New Kind of Great Power Relations," the CSFM 
concept has yielded few scholarly investigations in English. The lack of 
English research on the CSFM idea is mostly due to English language 
scholars' inadequate understanding of the concept (Akbaruddin, 2020). 
Figure 4 shows the factors of CSFM. 

 
Figure 4: Factors of Chinese Community with Shared Future for Mankind 

Marxism is a theory advanced by the 19th-century German philosopher 
Karl Marx, depicted in Figure 5, and, to a lesser extent, Friedrich Engels. 
Marxism was founded on three major interconnected ideas: historical 
theory, anthropological philosophy, and a political and financial initiative. 
Historical materialism, a materialistic approach to history, discusses social 
disputes and class dynamics. Dialectics are an essential component of 
Marx's philosophical concepts. While Marxism interpretations 
Inconsistencies are an incentive for advancement: the CSFM concept 
realizes them as an opportunity for nations to work together to create a 
prosperous world. Marxist inspiration (Zeng, 2020). 
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Figure 5: German Philosopher Karl Marx (Father of Marxism) 

3.2 Confucianism and CFSM  
The ethical and philosophical framework of Confucianism, which 

originated in ancient China had a significant impact on the governance of 
East and Southeast Asia, including Vietnam played an important role in 
exposing the ways in which the region's governance and social norms have 
been influenced by Confucian principles, which place a strong emphasis on 
social harmony, moral education, and meritocracy. But rather than being 
imported from China, Confucianism was modified in Vietnam, blending 
with regional values, customs, and rituals to create a distinctive brand of 
Confucian philosophy in Peet, (Peet, 2024).  Papagianneas, (Papagianneas, 
2023) investigated and analysed the development in more detail. They 
emphasize, among other things, how Vietnam adopted Confucian ideas, 
adapted them to its social setting, and incorporated into their frameworks 
for culture and government. The Confucian tradition is the philosophy 
proposed by Confucianism, a well-known Chinese philosopher and 
politician from the fifth to sixth centuries BC. His attraction to historical 
events was caused by "his strong desire to understand why certain life 
forms and institutions, such as reverence for ancestors, human-cantered 
religious practices, and mourning ceremonies, had survived for centuries”. 
Throughout the investigation, he discovered the fundamental human need 
for communication and belonging. Confucius saw himself "as a 
conservationist responsible for the continuity of the cultural values and 
social norms that had worked so well for the idealized civilization of the 
Western Zhou dynasty" (Khan et al., 2021).  

3.3 Marxism and Confucianism in Governance Integration 
Vietnam's governance structure blends traditional ethics with 

contemporary socio-political ideals, combining Marxist social justice 



Cultura. International Journal of Philosophy of Culture and Axiology 21(5)/2024: 1-20 

9 

principles with Confucian moral governance. This interaction between 
traditional Vietnamese social norms presents both opportunities and 
challenges. Several recent economic reforms and the focus on social equity 
in development projects serve as the examples of how the Confucian-
Marxist governance model is being applied practically in Vietnam. In line 
with Confucian principles of community service and familial piety, policies 
are made to meet material needs while also promoting social cohesiveness 
and mutual support. The field of education is another area where the 
convergence is evident (Nguyen, 2024).  

3.4 Dialectical and Historical Materialism 
Dialectical and historical materialism are the cornerstones of classical 

Marxism, emphasizing the dynamic and interconnected nature of reality 
and the material basis of historic development. In the Chinese context, this 
principle had been adapted to address the country’s particular socio-
economic and cultural conditions. Dialectical materialism, as applied in 
China, highlights the significance of resolving contradictions, particularly 
among different social classes, urban and rural regions, and tradition as 
modernization. Mao Zedong's work, particularly On Contradiction, 
reinterpreted dialectics to underscore the function of the peasantry and the 
revolutionary capacity of rural masses, a departure from Marx’s industrial 
proletariat focus. Historical materialism in Chinese Marxism emphasizes 
the role of economic conditions in shaping social development, also 
integrating indigenous philosophical concepts to create a framework for 
continuous adaptation. This variation allows for pragmatic responses to 
challenges like economic modernization and globalization while retaining 
the ideological core of Marxism. 

4. CHINESE MARXISM AND GOVERNANCE 

Chinese Marxism and Governance refers to the application of Marxist 
concepts, tailored to China's historical, cultural, and socio-economic 
context, in the shape and practices of governance. Rooted in dialectical and 
historic materialism, it emphasizes collective leadership, social harmony, 
and the combination of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Chinese 
Marxism informs guidelines on economic development, poverty relief, and 
social welfare, balancing market mechanisms with nation control. It 
prioritizes the well-being of the hundreds even as addressing 
modernization, urbanization, and environmental sustainability (Chen et al., 
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2023). 

4.1 Modern Governance and Automation 
This summary of Chinese Marxism-Leninism, while not comprehensive, 

illustrates the ideological affinities of the People’s Republic China for 
indicator culture and automation. According to the cop's organizational 
ideology, social reality can be boiled down to a collection of objective truths 
but haven't been discovered yet. It also highlights how crucial a leading 
party is to recognizing these objective facts and transforming them into 
decisions that can be implemented to guide the populace toward the 
advancement of the country. With the ultimate objective of establishing 
itself, as a kind and effective ruler, the vanguard party uses this input-driven 
decision-making procedure to manipulate the masses while simultaneously 
adjusting its ability to retain control (Papagianneas, 2023). 

4.2 Socio-Economic Changes and Chinese Marxism 
Marxism, therefore, condemned all nations to an unavoidable recurrence 

of the socioeconomic processes that had previously occurred in the 
Western developed world. The clear historical and cultural distinctions, as 
well as the national traits of nations that are not part of Western civilization 
were entirely disregarded in this statement. People's Will, an underground 
terrorist group in Tsarist Russia, was the first to object to Marx's 
unsupported and unpersuasive ruling. The organization's leadership wrote 
to the leading socialist theorist to ask for his thoughts on whether socialism 
could be established in the "lagging behind" nations without going through 
the capitalist stage (Victor, 2024). 

5. THE INTERSECTION OF HUMAN NATURE AND SOCIAL 
RELATIONS 

Chinese Marxism offers a distinctive perspective on human nature, 
emphasizing its social person and the elaborate interaction among 
individual aspirations and collective well-being. This intersection highlights 
the dialectical courting among natural (biological) and social aspects of 
humanity, making it critical to understand Chinese Marxist philosophy. The 
intersection of human nature and social relations in Chinese Marxism 
provides a philosophical foundation for addressing complicated societal 
challenges. By emphasizing the interdependence of individuals and groups, 
this framework promotes a vision of collective progress, moral 
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responsibilities, and sustainable development. It highlights the capacity of 
a socially embedded understanding of human nature to guide governance, 
inspire social harmony, and contribute to the creation of an equitable 
society. 

5.1 Human Nature and Socialization in Chinese Marxism 
The Chinese Marxist concept posits that human nature is not constant, 

however is formed and transformed by socialization and historical 
strategies. Rooted in Marx's dialectical materialism, this view asserts that 
humans are basically social creatures whose nature evolves inner unique 
socio-economic systems. In the Chinese context, Confucian ideals of social 
concord and collective morality further affect this view. Chinese Marxists 
argue that humans obtain personal development and success by 
contributing to and attractive with society. For them, the dialectical 
relationship among personal goals and collective structures is critical. 
Personal goals are not seen as antithetical to collective well-being; instead, 
they are considered as interdependent, in which personal achievements can 
align with and establish societal improvement (Yang, 2023). 

5.2 The Role of the Individual in Society 
In Chinese Marxist thought, the individual is conceived as a social being 

whose identity and purpose are deeply embedded in the collective. This 
attitude emphasizes a harmonious stability among individual goals and 
societal needs. However, this positioning is not without its challenges. 
There is an inherent anxiety between personal autonomy and the collective 
precise. Chinese Marxism addresses this by means of stressing the ethical 
responsibility of individuals to prioritize communal well-being, stimulated 
by Confucian standards, while recognition the need for personal 
development as critical to societal development. This framework affords a 
lens to deal with social dilemmas, fostering a synthesis where individual and 
collective pursuits coalesce. 

5.3 Conflict between Natural and Social Aspects of Human Nature 
A significant philosophical challenge in Chinese Marxism is the 

reconciliation of natural, instinctual human traits with the demands of 
social structures. While biological instincts drive survival and self-interest, 
Chinese Marxist philosophers argue that those instincts must be mediated 
by social members of the family. Through education, tradition, and societal 
engagement, individuals transcend, in basic terms, natural tendencies to 
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achieve higher ethical and social beliefs, creating harmony between their 
natural and social selves. This dynamic underscore the transformative 
potential of human nature in a dependent, cooperative society (Walsh, 
2024). 

6. FOUNDATIONAL TEXTS IN CHINESE MARXIST 
PHILOSOPHY 

Chinese Marxist thought has developed through foundational texts and 
the contributions of distinguished figures like Mao Zedong, Deng 
Xiaoping (Figure 7) and contemporary philosophers. Each leader and 
scholar has played a pivotal role in adapting classical Marxism to China's 
unique socio-economic and cultural context. 

 
Figure 7: Chinese Marxists Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping 

6.1 Practical Application of Chinese Marxist Philosophy 
Chinese Marxism is going beyond theoretical frameworks, influencing 

governance, social policy, and global relations. By adapting Marxist ideas 
to the right socio-economic realities of China, it gives a foundation for 
practical measures aimed toward fostering development, equality, and 
sustainability. One of the most striking examples of the practical 
applications of Chinese Marxist philosophy is its role in financial reforms. 
Under Deng Xiaoping, Chinese Marxism advanced to cope with a socialist 
market monetary system, combining state manipulateion with market 
dynamics to stimulate improvement. This technique has been instrumental 
in transforming China into an international financial powerhouse. The 
guiding philosophy “Socialism with Chinese Characteristics” demonstrates 
the power of Marxist principles to address modern constraints as adhering 
to socialist goals. In social welfare, Chinese Marxism prioritizes decreasing 
inequality and uplifting the masses. This is manifest in enormous poverty 
relief programs and rural improvement initiative. For example, by 2021 
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China declared the eradication of intense poverty, a milestone executed by 
focusing measures like education, healthcare, and infrastructure 
improvement in impoverished regions. Such efforts reflect the Marxist 
ideal of empowering the powerful elegance and ensuring equitable access 
to resources. 

6.2 Global Affect 
On the international level Chinese Marxism shapes China's international 

endeavors and foreign coverage. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
embodies Marxist ideas of mutual benefits, fostering infrastructure 
development and monetary cooperation among participating global. 
Through the BRI, China seeks to promote collective improvement, 
aligning with the Marxist emphasis on worldwide harmony and 
cooperation.  China advocates for a multipolar global order in its global 
governance approach, difficult unilateral dominance. This stance is rooted 
in Marxist ideas of anti-imperialism and harmony amongst growing 
nations. By championing equitable global partnerships, China positions 
itself as a head in advocating for a simplye and inclusive worldwide system. 
Chinese Marxism moreover addresses environmental demanding situations 
through the concept of "ecological civilization," which integrates Marxist 
views on the interdependence among humans and nature. Recognizing the 
contradictions between industrial improvement and environmental 
sustainability, philosophy emphasizes harmony and sustainable practices. 
Policies promoting renewable energy, afforestation, and environmental 
conservation reflect China’s dedication to addressing global ecological 
crises on the equal time as pursuing development goals (Peet, 2024). 

7. APPLICATIONS OF CHINESE MARXISM IN SOCIETY 

The application of Chinese Marxism extends beyond concept, 
manifesting in practical regulations and techniques that have converted 
China's socio-economic landscape. Grounded in the principle of dialectical 
and historical materialism, Chinese Marxism serves as a guiding framework 
for addressing economic, social, and environmental challenges that aligns 
with the country’s specific situations and long-time improvement goals. 

7.1 Economic Policies: Balancing Market and State 
One of the important applications of Chinese Marxism is in shaping the 

United Nation’s economic policies, mainly its approach to balancing 
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market mechanisms with state control. This model, regularly referred 
"Socialism with Chinese Characteristics," offered a practical interpretation 
of Marxist thoughts. It recognizes the role of market forces in stimulating 
development and innovation even as maintaining that dominion should 
play a main role in dealing with key industries and ensure equitable resource 
distribution. Under Deng Xiaoping's leadership, China added reforms that 
opened its financial system to worldwide markets, permitting foreign 
funding, private establishments, and competitive market dynamics. 
However, the reforms were applied internal a socialist framework, in which 
the state retained management over important sectors collectively with 
energy, transportation, and finance. This dual technique has enabled China 
to attain fast monetary growth as addressing poverty and inequality. By 
prioritizing both character entrepreneurial efforts and collective welfare, 
Chinese Marxism preserves to manual financial coverage and ensures that 
market-driven development does no longer undermine social balance or 
the broader cause of socialism (Dong, 2023). 

7.2 Social Development: Poverty Alleviation and Education 
Chinese Marxism emphasizes the importance of enhancing the material 

and cultural conditions of society, particularly for its most vulnerable 
populations. A primary instance is China’s exceptional success in poverty 
alleviation. Guided by Marxist beliefs of addressing class disparities, the 
Chinese government has implemented targeted poverty reduction 
programs that integrate monetary improvement with direct support for 
deprived regions and populations. Efforts to eliminate severe poverty, 
formally achieved in 2021, had been driven by a combination of 
infrastructure development, access to education and agricultural 
modernization. These developments reflect the Marxist concepts of 
prioritizing the needs of the working class and rural communities. 
Education, a key issue of social development, is also considered through a 
Marxist lens in China. The nation has invested heavily in universal training, 
vocational education, and higher education to create an informed 
workforce able to contribute to both individual and collective 
improvement. This recognition on education aligns with Marxist values of 
empowering individuals to realise their capability while serving the broader 
goals of societal progress (Xiao & Du, 2024). 

7.3 Environmental Policies: Marxist Perspectives on Sustainability 
Environmental sustainability has emerged as a critical detail of 
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contemporary Chinese Marxism, driven by the popularity of the 
interconnectedness amongst human interest and the natural global. Marxist 
philosophy traditionally highlights the dialectical relationship amongst 
human activity and nature, emphasizing that financial improvement has to 
occur in harmony with environmental maintenance. In recent years, China 
has embraced the concept of "ecological civilization," which integrates 
Marxist views at the surroundings with practical policies to address changes 
in weather, pollution, and useful resource depletion. This approach 
includes investments in renewable electricity, reforestation program, and 
international cooperation on environmental problems. Policies aimed in 
the direction of reducing carbon emissions and transitioning to a low-
carbon monetary system display how Chinese Marxism offers a framework 
for balancing improvement with ecological sustainability. By addressing the 
important region, economic coverage, social improvement, and 
environmental sustainability, Chinese Marxism illustrates its practical 
relevance and flexibility in guiding China’s governance and societal 
transformation. This multidimensional application underscores the stable 
value of Marxist idea in navigating contemporary constraints even as 
striving for a further equitable and harmonious society (Gu & Yang, 2023). 

8. CHALLENGES AND CRITIQUES 

Chinese Marxism, as a dynamic and evolving philosophy, has dealt with 
numerous constraints and opinions. These issues ascend from anxiety 
amongst ideological consistency and pragmatic governance, criticism from 
Western Marxist scholars, and the troubles of adapting Marxist ideas to an 
ever-changing worldwide and domestic landscape. The primary demanding 
situations in Chinese Marxism are maintaining among ideological purity 
and pragmatic governance. The integration of market mechanisms into the 
socialist framework, termed “Socialism with Chinese Characteristics,” 
demonstrates this anxiety. While those reforms, initiated with the aid of 
Deng Xiaoping, have driven China’s fast financial growth and poverty 
alleviation, they have got introduced capitalist elements that some critics 
argue deviate from Marxist requirements. The developing wealth gap, 
urban-rural divides, and the emergence of personal capital have sparked 
debates approximately whether China remains certainly socialist. This 
tension is addition compounded by the need to cope with modern-day 
constraints like globalization, environmental sustainability, and 
technological development. While the troubles require progressive and 
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regularly unorthodox solutions, they additionally motive ideological 
compromises. For example, guidelines promoting green energy and 
sustainability align with Marxist perspectives at the human-nature 
relationship. However, require large collaboration with capitalist 
economies and multinational agencies, bringing about ideological 
dilemmas. 

8.1 Criticism from Western Marxist Scholars 
Western Marxist students have critiqued Chinese Marxism for its 

perceived deviations from classical Marxism. Critics argue that the 
emphasis on nation-led improvement and the renovation of a one-party 
system contradict Marx’s imaginative and prescient classless, stateless 
society. They contend that the Chinese model prioritizes political stability 
and economic increase over the dismantling of conventional power 
systems. Furthermore, some Western scholars view Chinese Marxism as 
overly pragmatic, accusing it leaving in behind of ideals in favor of 
incremental reforms that enhance contemporary hierarchies. The 
integration of Confucian values, regularly visible as hierarchical and 
conservative, has been criticized for diluting the transformative capability 
of Marxist philosophy. These opinions highlight the ideological divide 
between Chinese Marxism and Western interpretations of Marxism, which 
frequently emphasize employee-led movements and grassroots democracy 
(Boer, 2023), 

8.2 Adapting Marxism in a Rapidly Changing World 
Adapting Marxism to deal with the complexities of the current global 

significant challenge. The fast pace of technological innovation, 
globalization, and transferring social dynamics demand continuous 
reinterpretation of Marxist concepts. For example, the rise of digital 
economies and artificial intelligence offers new forms of labor and 
exploitation that Marx's specific framework did not expect. Chinese 
Marxism needs to grapple with the way to address issues like algorithmic 
bias, statistics capitalism, and the performance of the financial system in a 
socialist framework (Fusheng & Nan, 2024). The challenges and 
evaluations faced with the resource of Chinese Marxism highlight the 
problem of making use of a theoretical framework for complicated, actual 
global conditions. While tensions amongst ideology and pragmatism, 
criticism from Western Marxists, and the needs of a rapidly changing 
global, presents significant obstacles, they also drive the continued 
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evolution of Chinese Marxism. By navigating these challenges, Chinese 
Marxism continues to evolve and assert its relevance in contemporary 
governance and worldwide discourse. Figure 8 shows the challenges and 
critiques of Chinese Marxism. 

 
Figure 8: Challenges and Critiques of Chinese Marxism 

9. CONCLUSION 

The philosophical foundations of Chinese Marxism demonstrate a 
unique synthesis of classical Marxist precepts and China's ancient, cultural, 
and socio-economic system realities. By integrating dialectical and ancient 
materialism with Indigenous philosophies together with Confucianism and 
Daoism, Chinese Marxism provides a distinct framework for addressing 
societal and governance-demanding situations. Its emphasis on social 
concord, communal well-being, and the moral dimensions of human 
nature displays its edition to China's agrarian roots and innovative history. 
Leaders like Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping have reinterpreted Marxist 
concepts to shape China's evolving needs, from innovative struggle to 
financial modernization. Mao's recognition in the peasantry and 
contradictions laid the ideological basis for China's early development, as 
Deng's pragmatism accompanied in generation of market-orientated 
reforms below the banner of "Socialism with Chinese Characteristics." 
Contemporary Chinese Marxism continues to conform, addressing 
troubles like technological improvement, environmental sustainability, and 
international financial interdependence. The practical programs of Chinese 
Marxism were transformative. It has directed regulations for poverty relief, 
commercial enterprise development, and rural development, assisting 



Guangyuan Zhang & Aihua Zhang / Philosophical Foundations of Chinese Marxism ... 

18 

China increase millions out of poverty and collect unparalleled financial 
intensification. On the worldwide level, schemes like the BRI reflect the 
export of Chinese Marxist ideas, and promote mutual improvement and 
monetary partnerships with different nations. Despite its achievements, 
Chinese Marxism faces challenges. Tensions among ideology and 
pragmatism, evaluations from Western Marxist pupils, and the need to 
observe a swiftly changing international continue to test its relevance and 
coherence. These constraints underscore the energy and resilience of 
Chinese Marxism, as it seeks to stability traditional values with 
modernization, and national priorities with worldwide requirements. 
Chinese Marxism remains a essential and dynamic philosophical and 
practical framework. Its capability to address complex social, financial, and 
environmental constraints, even as preserving ideological continuity 
highlights its enduring significance. The persistent evolution of Chinese 
Marxism gives its adaptability, making it a foundation of modern Chinese 
governance and an influential model in global political discourse. 

9.1 Future Directions 
The future scope of Chinese Marxism lies in its capability to evolve to 

emerging constraints while keeping its ideological essence. As 
technological upgrades like artificial intelligence, huge data, and automation 
reshape economies and societies, Chinese Marxism has to grow 
frameworks to cope with issues which encompass labor displacement, data 
capitalism, and digital ethics. This includes redefining labor relation and 
ensuring equitable access to technological advantages. Chinese Marxism 
can play a critical role in addressing worldwide issues collectively with 
changes in weather, economic inequality, and geopolitical instability. By 
promoting the idea of "ecological civilization" and being attractive in 
cooperative worldwide initiatives, China can align Marxist ideas with 
worldwide sustainability goals. To remain relevant, Chinese Marxism 
should engage with young generations who are increasingly more 
encouraged by worldwide cultural and financial traits. Innovative strategies 
for ideological education and communique can be critical in bridging 
generational gaps and fostering a renewed commitment to Marxist values. 
The enlargement of China's effect on the worldwide level offer possibilities 
to reinterpret Marxism in the context of a multipolar globe. Promoting 
mutual development and shared prosperity can enhance its attraction, as a 
model for global cooperation. By addressing those, Chinese Marxism can 
evolve as a dynamic and relevant philosophy, guiding China's development 
and influencing global governance within the 21st century. 
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