
Cultura. International Journal of Philosophy of Culture and Axiology 22(4)/2025: 706-722 

706 

The Axiology of Artistic Expression: Cultural Values in 
Contemporary Visual Art 

Elena Petrova 
University of Berlin, Germany 

Abstract: The value system of creative art within contemporary culture seeks to 
integrate competently and systematically cultural values and the art of a given society. 
Axiology deals with assessment of values; hence, it deals with how contemporary 
artists relate to ethics, aesthetics, and sociology in their work. This paper looks at the 
impact of culture on the topics, methods, and interpretation of art by the audience, 
emphasizing the importance of visual art as a means of culture communication. 
Globalization and digitalization offer opportunities for contemporary artists to 
incorporate many different traditions, contest prevailing traditions, and transform 
established aesthetics. Moreover, the contradictions of creative liberty and its 
commercialization, as well as sociopolitical influences, authenticity, representation, 
and the significance given to the artwork casts other questions about art and value. 
This research describe the issue of contemporary visual art in terms of its value 
proposes that it is a patriotism of the society which stands for the ideals of the social 
systems and a driving force for culture change. 
Keywords: Axiology (AA), Artistic Expression (AE), Cultural Values (CV), 
Contemporary Visual Art (CVA) 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The term axiology refers to a special branch of philosophy that deals 
with the nature of values and the judgment of these values. In other 
words, we can say that axiology helps us to determine what cultural values 
shape artistic creations. Here we are going to discuss those important 
cultural values that shape artistic creations in Contemporary Visual Art. 
As we have seen in primitive times, cultural values were pure and 
inclusive but with time, with the help of globalization, there is diversity in 
cultural values as well. In the contemporary era, this diversity is usually 
celebrated and it is contradictory to primitive social norms(Bradshaw, 
2010). Art possibly shows the identity of any nation or group by 
examining the aspects of race, gender, and class. However recent studies 
have shown that there is a great impact of globalization and technology 
on Artistic Expression and artistic creations as well. Is because 
globalization is having an impact on society and culture as well as the 
human condition so art also reflects all of these important aspects of 
human life. Not only this, but recent studies have also shown that some 
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artistic creations are also related to sustainability and environmentalism 
where these artistic creations advocate for a sustainable environment by 
providing ecological awareness too(Kun, 2025). The most important 
aspect of artistic creations is that they reflect social justice and activism. 
In other words, we can say that it inspires change and thus promotes 
social justice and equality in society through artistic creations. If we 
discuss important artistic movements, we may come to know about the 
postmodernism era. This type of art usually challenges primitive and 
traditional ideas of art. This artwork also questions dominance and 
authority as well. It has been seen that this art also encourages diversity 
and acceptance as well. The most important aspect of this artistic creation 
is that it is engaged with public places so commonly called street art. This 
art mostly addresses social, environmental, and political issues. If we 
pounder back on art in primitive times, we may come to know that it was 
confined to only natural things and had no relationship with social or 
political issues(Stepanova et al., 2023). These days, modern art is called 
digital art. It is because it has also intervention of technology so it is 
creating new and somehow different forms of expression in the artwork. 
The most obvious aspect of this modern art is that it is somehow named 
feminist art too. It is because this art also addresses the important 
challenges related to gender discrimination and domestic issues. There are 
many different ways by which art is related to culture and helpful in 
shaping cultural values and cultural identity. The most important aspect is 
that artwork is crucial for the preservation of cultural heritage. With the 
help of artwork, it is possible to preserve important cultural traditions and 
customs. With the assistance of these types of artwork, cultural values can 
be passed from one generation to the next generation. It has also been 
seen that art has influenced shaping moral and ethical values as well(Nan 
& Cob, 2024). It is mostly seen that art can be used to encourage 
empathy and understanding within a society. Art can also be used to 
represent the impacts of various moral values on society. All of these 
aspects will help to enhance moral and ethical values in a society. In this 
regard, we can say that art is important for cultural values. There are also 
some important ways by which art shape’s cultural identity. For example, 
art can be used to show some important beliefs of a common group, in 
this way, art is giving identity to people of particular beliefs(Zahrádka, 
2013). There are some important symbols and icons of any culture which 
can also be shown by art. This aspect is also an important part of cultural 
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identity. The most unique aspect of art is that it can also represent 
emotions and feelings. It can represent past experiences in such an 
emotional and effective way that people will become aware of the 
struggles of their ancestors. Many important examples in history show 
that art has helped in shaping cultural identity. For example, art played a 
crucial role in the Civil Rights Movement and this movement was aimed 
to encourage and support social equality and independence of individuals. 
If we discuss Latin American Art, we can say that this art was an 
important portrait of challenging colonialism(Viega, 2016). Asian art is 
usually unique because it reflects heritage which is related to calligraphy, 
woodblock printing, ceramics, and other such Kind of art. As we have 
seen there are many reasons why art can be used for cultural identity but 
at the same time, there are some reasons which describe art cannot be 
useful for cultural identity. The first and foremost reason is that 
sometimes the cultural values that are shown by art do not have a proper 
understanding of that aspect. In this way, art can promote 
misunderstanding related to cultural values in this case. It has also been 
seen that art can also be misused by dominant cultures or dominant 
individuals. They can promote cultural values of their interest through art. 
Moreover, it is also said that cultural values are very complex so only art 
is not sufficient to display all of that cultural values(Golaszewska, 1985). 
If we discuss about important visual arts of this contemporary era, we 
may come to know that digital art is gaining much importance because it 
uses digital tools for the creation of art for example digital printing and 
graphic designing. The most important visual art of these days is 
installation art. This art is responsible for the creation of such an 
immersive environment that this environment is enabled to engage 
viewers totally in terms of physical and emotional aspects(Fernández, 
2025). The other important artistic expression these days is participatory 
art which involves the participation of the audience in the process for 
better community engagement(Hu, 2025). If we discuss about most 
important artistic creation in the contemporary era related to cultural 
values, we can name it eco art. This art is responsible for raising 
awareness about environmental issues so it is not only important for 
culture but also for the whole of humanity(Daud et al., 2024). In modern 
visual art, the culture’s ethics indeed influence the meaning, beauty, and 
purpose of the art. As Axiology, value forms the cultural framework 
within which art is considered a means of human creativity and 
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simultaneously a mirror of social ideals, ethics, and believed 
phenomenon’s Afterwards, the artist’s works are often aimed at opposing 
the existing paradigms or celebrating the identity and countering social 
wrongs, all of which make their work contextually relevant. Moreover, the 
abilities granted by globalization and digital media for the first time have 
to me allowed the mixing and merging cultural boundaries allowing 
disparate cross-cultural traditional art narratives to be modernized. 
Consequently, with the fracturing of traditional aesthetic standards, 
contemporary art has become a powerful indicator of cultural interaction 
that challenges and examines the connection between art as a form of 
social elitism, and the power invested in these formless societies. 

1.1. Research Objective 
The main objective of this research is to discuss the axiology of artistic 

expression. These studies have effectively explained how artistic creations 
help shape cultural values and cultural identity with the help of a variety 
of art these days. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Studies demonstrates the difficulties in assessing arts currently by 
examining the vigorous interaction among subjectivism & impartiality in 
arts Axiology. It explores that how crucial it is to strike a balance among 
such aspects in order to fully comprehend the worth & significance of art. 
After discussing moral dilemmas like inclusion & infringement of culture, 
the study comes to the conclusion that a healthy balance among both 
subjectivism & impartiality improves their understanding of the historic 
& intimate aspects of art(Daud et al., 2024).Studies explain that 
internationalization, technological advances, shifts in society, campaigns 
for politics, consciousness about the environment, worldwide 
emergencies, & blending of cultures are all analyzed in relation to 
Axiological notions. Human morals and beliefs are periodically formed by 
such significant factors. Multicultural interaction is encouraged by 
internationalization, which changes in what way communities view 
morality. By attracting gastronomic creativity, lingual progress, & 
theological synthesis, combining cultures enhances morality. In a world 
that constantly shifts, such interrelated influences continue to affect their 
dynamic ideals(Stepanova et al., 2023). Studies focuses the latest 
developments & tendencies in the graphic design industry & in what way 
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they might be understood. The scholars conclude that prescriptive or 
defeatist methodologies are no longer relevant. By considering entire 
current narratives & activities as similarly valid, the postmodern-
relativistic perspective offers a way to expand their comprehension of 
what constitutes creativity & what constitutes a work of art. According to 
the research, it is a modern instrument for advancing both intra- & 
multidisciplinary discussion(Khassanov et al., 2021). The objective of this 
study is to examine & contrast the prevalent style philosophies now used 
in Slavic arts.  The findings demonstrated that several creative 
philosophies that support artists in expressing their thoughts, feelings, 
& cultural growth disclose Slavic artistry. The results highlight the 
potential paths towards the advancement of artistic methodologies, that 
will grow more significant in the later years: ecology layout, technical 
structure, & psychological structure(Galchynska et al., 2023). The basic 
aim of the study revolves around their reciprocal impact: creativity 
broadens the epistemic bounds of conceptual thinking, while logic 
establishes the Axiological underpinnings of the aesthetic realm. The 
results show that the dialectic connection among both fields is gradually 
evolving into novel synergy aspects, in which artistic endeavors & 
thinking create a cohesive dynamic of reasoning & artistic elements rather 
than only complementing one another. As a result, a fresh epistemic 
perspective that sets practical rules of utility & efficacy in the connection 
among arts & thought is being progressively formed by the contemporary 
socioeconomic milieu(Dinh, 2025). In this study, scholars explain why 
one should use creativity as a source of encouragement to one's own 
Axiological exploration. Subsequently, the PhD learners featured in such 
study illustrate & explain in what way an artistry-founded methodology 
prompted their investigations & acknowledgement of the impact of their 
traditionally affected, subliminal inquiry attitudes. Researchers wrap up 
the study along a list of key considerations regarding how Axiological' 
misconceptions affect the choices made by Qualitative analysts(Angelo-
Rocha & Fung, 2022). Studies utilized a philosophical viewpoint in 
examining the writing via a brief overview & the historic development of 
the idea of esthetic. A thorough examination of esthetic' historical 
foundations has led to a more intricate knowledge of the developments, 
parallels, & impacts that have influenced such fascinating subject of 
investigation.  According to the assessment, there's a lot of possibility for 
expanding their comprehension of esthetic in a variety of circumstances 
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through multidisciplinary strategies that connect aesthetic along 
disciplines like psychological science, social science, neurology, & the 
study of culture(Asare-Aboagye et al.). Studies revealed the possibility 
of impartiality into assessment centered around on the artistic feature. 
Particular inquiries were conducted on the research with the goal of 
developing the Islamist artistic aspect. The impartial assessment relied on 
comprehending the worth of Axiological' thinking. The advantages of 
such study will enable toward a greater comprehension & admiration of 
Islamist aesthetic that may as well be used toward art activity(WMD et al., 
2022). The objective of this study is to demonstrate how contemporary 
artwork affects their daily lives & the ways in which scholars can express 
themselves, communicate, & handle their societal direction. According to 
the study, the most significant element in societal administration & the 
formation of clients' societal, artistic, & ideology structure of person 
conduct is the manifestation of artistry by marketing, style, effectiveness, 
& commercial layout. It makes sense to build and replicate the latest 
techniques for artistic erudition & cultural creation in light of such 
hypertrophy sensory aspect of daily life (Synakh et al., 2021). Researchers 
reveal that in philosophical thought, speech is a means of expressing the 
facts, whereas the goal of arts is to arouse esthetic feelings. A deeper 
comprehension of Arts will be possible by the study of aesthetics. One 
can question a lot of stuff. The problem, though, is that aesthetics 
involves more than solely the evolution of melody or artwork. Based on 
the above assumptions, scholars may infer that the presence of a 
aesthetics is valid; philosophic ideas regarding artwork serve as a 
contradiction while also preventing arts from developing irrationally 
(Setyaningrum et al., 2024). Studies suggest that in order discover the 
primary curating approaches & indicate curating procedures in the 
modern artwork of the latter part of the twentieth century & the 
beginning of the twenty-first century, such arts past investigation 
emphasizes the theoretical issue in comprehending the inventive 
involvement of experts of artwork shows & assignments. The most 
significant curating events & initiatives, the examination of the curating 
tactics of contemporary top curator of art, & the formalization of 
curating techniques present a chance to deepen understanding of the 
studied era in the discipline of art history(Kenigsberg, 2024). Studies 
intends to describe the existence of a kid as a theme in Europa 
graphic art, along a focus on the importance of paternity with regard to 
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the works of art of Stanisław-wyspianski, one of the outstanding 
Burnish artists. The dad has a significant impact on the formation of an 
adolescents’ personality & is a key player in the complex method of 
parenting a kid. However, it’s a two-way procedure, & the kid as 
well greatly influences the progenitor like a buddy, dad, & partner in daily 
life (Szajda, 2024). The main objective of this study is to assessing the 
Axiological underpinnings of contemporary artistic work.  According to 
the research findings, artistic work continues to be a place where people 
seek novel significance compositions that reflect the true historical 
tectonics, even in the face of postmodernity sarcastic 
melancholy(Drobysheva, 2023). Studies discusses the importance 
& usefulness of artistic instruction & art-based learning. It is frequently 
overlooked that artistic learning has a ripple effect on various facets of 
humanity. This comes toward the exclusion of artistic work in schooling. 
Artistic learning—that is, arts or, in general, visually learning in modern 
pedagogics—was given special consideration. Societal understanding of 
the role of arts & the growth of students' inventiveness in Kinder-Garten, 
educational institutions, & beyond is molded by sociological 
circumstances (Boguszewska & Szuścik, 2021). Scholars suggest that in 
response to critique of the learning processes carried out through 
Islamist schools of learning to embracing West pedagogical Axiology. 
Studies objective is to investigate the motives Pesantren' al-maqbul 
sustains the conventional school system along the viewpoint of 
academic philosophy(Sulton, 2023). The outcomes of this research show 
that modern banner, being a cultural item, ought to emphasize esthetic, 
unusual aims, & visually appealing variety while still being engaging 
toward the intended viewers. Since marketing frequently lends imagery 
from other artistic mediums, it is crucial to preserve & creatively interpret 
their metaphorical connotations. In the manner of creating banners, 
special consideration is paid to the connection among visuals & 
practicality (Pryshchenko, 2021). Studies elaborate that by the historic 
interaction among faith & creative individuals, spiritual arts—a powerful 
manifestation of mankind's spirits & standards—forms unique esthetic 
characteristics. The goal of the research is to track religious growth 
throughout past & traditions, emphasizing the crucial part of faith-based 
artistry plays in influencing people's ethical principles throughout history. 
The researcher shows how spiritual creativity is becoming more & more 
important in the current day(Zatsepina et al., 2024). The results of the 
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study demonstrate that substitute diverse cultures is crucial to adoptive 
interindividual cohesion in the context of communication, faith, & 
collaboration. Both domestically & globally, harmony & safety are 
ensured by regard toward immaterial ethnic assets(Kowalska, 2024). The 
basic aim of this research is to investigating the essence & significance of 
combining East & West impacts in canvas & artistic learning.  In the 
sphere of artistic diplomatic effort, studies show how Oil on canvas & the 
embrace of artistic instruction may successfully promote intercultural 
comprehension, dispel stereotypes, & honor the variety of ethnicities(He 
et al., 2024). To examine the intimate link among the ancient 
China custom & modern porcelain artwork, studying in what way the 
religious substance of previous artwork sways presents creative activities. 
By researching the incorporation of ethnic legacy toward contemporary 
sculpting, studies intend to explore in what way modern porcelain 
sculptors might take motivation from ancient customs to improve their 
artistic endeavors & bestow toward the worldwide understanding of arts 
of China (Zhang & Singh, 2024). The objective of the research is to 
examine the foundational components of growth, that are expressed in 
philosophic ideas & artistic analogies, the evolution of which is a sign of 
the rise of novel artistic approaches.  Cognition is expanding along with 
information via the proficiency of novel sensuous dimensions in 
photography, cinematic actuality, & the newest web tech. As a result, the 
techniques of attention, interest, & calm reflection become more 
significant at the personal dimension (Marchenko et al., 2023). Studies 
claim that in order to accomplish multidisciplinary transfers, modern 
curative work with techniques unique to every artwork. They relate to 
fields like anthropological research, past, psychiatrists, & faith in order to 
recognize the main curative benefits of modern arts (Ceaușu, 2023). The 
discoveries of this study show that Arabic structure offers profound 
knowledge toward the relationships among societies & enlightenments 
throughout Islamist past in addition to being a tangible representation of 
Islamist principles & ideals. Islamist framework was inspired by the 
philosophic & religious principles found in Islamist guidance. This 
imparted rise to Islamist culture & is valuable being an aesthetic 
achievement in the modern & prospective centuries(Rudji, 2024). The 
study highlights diverse educational goals that're distinguished by the 
Axiological, ontology, & epistemic properties that such distinctive 
pedagogy possess. Assessment & conversation are given to the 
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ramifications for in what way educators might best guide & scaffolding 
students to meet the profound goals of education by means of artistic 
endeavors (O'Brien, 2022). Scholar studies reveal that a vast 
& multifaceted branch of study, the creative & artistic disciplines provide 
transcendent insights into such cultural manifestations. The creative 
& artistic disciplines serve a number of purposes in the cultural 
framework, which are primarily driven through the religious demands 
they meet, such purposes are focused on the subjective nature of artistic 
topics & aimed at ensuring the continuation of civilization.  The study is a 
vital resource for advances toward theorizing of such types of individual 
knowing since it highlights fundamental problems with the creative 
disciplines & aesthetics (Zayas et al., 2024).  

 
Figure 1: The Axiology of Contemporary Visual Art 

3. APPLICATIONS OF THE AXIOLOGY OF ARTISTIC 
EXPRESSION IN CONTEMPORARY VISUAL ART 

The axiology of contemporary visual art in figure 1 is concerned with 
the practical appreciation of value in artistic creation, cultural discourse, 
education, and market circulation. These domains describe the value of 
art and the interaction between society and other domains of human 
activity. 

3.1. Identity and Culture 
Works of contemporary visual art have the potential to substitute 

appreciation of various aspects of culture. The use of traditional patterns, 
native artistry, and the telling of historical stories all help to preserve 
identity and culture for future generations. These artworks are used by 
museums, galleries, and community art organizations to teach people 
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about different cultures and their customs. 

3.2. Social and Political Change 
A large number of contemporary artworks focus on contemporary 

issues, including artistic expression and public advocacy on issues like 
human and animal rights, ecology, feminism, and race relations. Art 
installations, murals, and the use of the electronic media serve as tools of 
publicity and public debate in response to and in hopes of influencing 
legislation or government policy. Art-based advocacy is often employed 
in protest and grassroots activism aimed at voicing the concerns of the 
oppressed. 

3.3. Education and Interdisciplinary Learning 
The study of axiology associated with artistic features of art works is 

worthwhile in art education because it guides students to appreciate 
artistic works morally and philosophically as well as culturally. Many 
universities and other institutions of art education give the students the 
possibility to perform critical thinking by providing classes which include 
history, art, philosophy, sociology and art, thus performing an axiological 
approach. Some art therapy programs teach these values as a way of 
improving emotional health and social recovery. 

3.4. Innovation in Art and Technology 
The use of axiology in contemporary art includes the new digital and 

technological forms of art. The new aesthetics and ethics of art are tested 
in interactive installations, virtual reality (VR) works of art, and AI art. 
The combination of technology and art enables novel forms of narration 
of the story which attract and compel the audience to participate more 
actively (Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2: Innovation in Art and Technology 
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3.5. Art Market and Ethical Considerations 
The emerging issues of contemporary art commercialization poses 

salient axiological challenges especially on originality, commodification, 
and cynicism towards art. The selling of their works is a problem for art 
institutions, collectors and curators who have to bear in mind the need to 
satisfy the marketplace and at the same time not lose the meaning of art. 
Decisions regarding ethical boundaries of cultural appropriation, 
portrayal, and payment to the art creators also alter the different 
representation of cultures. 

3.6. Psychological and Emotional Consequence:  
The public value of visual art is understood in relation to social science 

psychology, especially how it defines one’s emotions, sensations, and 
thoughts. Programs revolving around art therapy use the context of visual 
art to aid an individual in understanding their values, emotions, and social 
context for their mental health improvement. With these examples, we 
can thus show how art forms axiology in contemporary visual art and its 
application to aesthetics, culture, ethics, politics, and society is quite 
important (Figure 3). 

 
Figure 3: Psychological and Emotional Consequence 

3.7. Urban Development and Public Art 
Every public art undertaking and urban design initiative makes use of 

the principles of value in order to develop an inclusive and culturally 
valuable environment. Community murals, sculptures, and other artistic 
endeavors help to strengthen the social identity of the neighborhood and 
turn public spaces into areas that celebrate common values. There is a 
strong synergy between public art and urban development in which 
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artistic creativity enhances the cultural, social, and economic aspects of 
cities. The design and construction of public space such as through the 
creation of sculptures, murals, featuring art installations, or designing 
interactive spaces have a profound impact on the image and identity of 
the city. This allows cities to beautify themselves, engage their citizens, 
and involve them in the public places. In the course of rapid urbanization, 
city planning and development have increasingly become dependent on 
the presence of public art, which enhances the urban landscape and 
reforms the values and experiences of the urban populace. Among the 
significant responsibilities of public art in urban development is 
safeguarding culture and creating identity. Cities are often mosaics of 
varied communities, which have their own customs, past, and values 
(Synakh et al., 2021). Public art is a vital segment in the story of a city 
because it captures public sentiment, conveys the cultural legacy of a 
nation, and offers instruction about the evolving nature of a city. The 
transformation of a city’s cultural identity and character is often 
represented in the form of large size murals or sculptures which depict 
important identity reinforcing historical events or figures and traditional 
motifs. This local culture empowers residents with a sense of identity and 
pride for their heritage as well as ensures that their identity and values are 
adequately preserved and showcased in the public sphere. Equally 
important is the role of public art in aiding social integration and 
community participation. Public art transcends the barriers posed by 
class, education, and economic standing, making it accessible to all and 
devoid of the limitations posed by museums and galleries. Civic 
engagement and social cohesion are strengthened through community 
participatory art projects otherwise identifiable as murals or installations 
headed by local residents and artists. Such projects enable respondents to 
reclaim and reinvest neglected or underused public spaces, resulting in 
enhanced community pride and reduced crime. Gaps in society are 
bridged through the representation of public art as diverse community 
voices are incorporated promoting social unity and inclusivity. Public art 
further plays an imperative role in economic rejuvenation and tourism. 
Tourists are attracted and tourism enhanced with the publicity of cities 
that execute public art projects due to the large iconic artworks and 
installations in a city (Marchenko et al., 2023). The implementation of 
public art stimulates business activities and serves as a catalyst for 
investment in cultural initiatives, enabling the revitalization of previously 
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stagnant regions. There is often the emergence of new businesses, 
including cafes, restaurants, and retail shops that turn out to provide new 
job opportunities as well as new bolsters economic activity in the region, 
surrounding these well-known art spaces. Surprisingly little noticed by the 
broader audiences, the public art economic transformation of townships 
like Wynwood in Miami, which was changed from a suburban industrial 
district into a prosperous cultural center because of street art, showcases 
the efficacy of public art in economic development of cities. Also, 
another dimension of public art contribution to urban development is 
that they serve as instigators to achieve city planning that is sensitive to 
sustainability and environmental conservation. Eco-friendly installations, 
green spaces, and art pieces that serve a functional and aesthetic purpose 
help address urban beautification as well as help promote ecological 
issues. Some contemporary public art pieces encourage the use of 
recycled materials, solar lights, and plants, which provides a sustainable 
approach to the artful city. Furthermore, public art is of great value when 
it comes to the provision of navigation aids in cities by helping people 
find their way around sophisticated city environments and facilitating the 
experience of public places. We round out our discussion about public art 
by saying that it is perhaps one of the most important avenues through 
which cities and towns develop because of the ways in which it shapes 
the cultural, social and economic aspects of its constituents. Public art 
aids in the preservation of heritage, promotes civic engagement, enhances 
local economies and actively short-term sustainability to aid in 
transforming the functions of cities into more livable, accessible, and 
colorful urban centers. As the cities transform, so does their character 
and the experiences of urban dwellers, and so, the need for public art in 
urban planning will always call for public art. 

4. CONCLUSION 

In modern visual arts, the value system of artistic creation accentuates 
the link between culture and art. Axiology, which studies values, is 
important to the discussion of art as it represents an ethical, social, and 
aesthetic value. Contemporary visual art is more than just artistry; it 
encapsulates the cultural, political, and philosophical spheres of society. 
From the matrix of culture, artists as performers interact with the world’s 
cultural and physical traditions and global cultural phenomena and create 
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products that have meanings beyond visual representation. Art in the 
form of paintings, sculptures, digital art, or mixed media enable 
contemporary visual art to articulate societal issues, preserving traditions 
while radically transforming the conventional ways of making art. Not 
only do cultural values orientate the thematic of contemporary artists, but 
they also have an impact on the materials and techniques used. 
Conceptual art, digital and interactive media, have all modernized artistic 
traditions, revealing the emphasis of new societies. For example, 
contemporary art has seen an increase in focus on sustainability and 
environmental awareness, causing many artists to use recycled and non-
hazardous processes in their work. Similarly, contemporary works of art 
have profoundly conveyed identity issues such as race, gender, and even 
political opposition, demonstrating how art is used more and more as an 
advocacy tool and as a form of social commentary. Moreover, 
globalization of artistic expression has erased cultural frontiers, enabling 
stronger influence from different cultures and traditions. International 
exhibitions and digital platforms have created a more interlinked artistic 
community where varying worldviews work together and give birth to 
hybrid artistic idioms. Because of this unrestricted exchange of culture, 
there is a shift on how art is perceived in terms of quality, which weakens 
the dominance of western civilization over indigenous and non-western 
art. Therefore, contemporary art is produced within the globalized 
context where both local realities and transnational conversations are 
present. Contemporary visual art brings with itself incredible potential 
which can be liberating while at the same time there exist differences 
between artistic freedom and cultural conservatism. Ideological conflicts 
based on representation, censorship, and the definition of artistic value 
can further complicate art in different societies as it continues to be a 
contested space. The authenticity and commodification of art has also 
been questioned due to its commercialization because the market and 
cultural trends influence artistic production in many ways. While some 
people claim that the art market diminishes the socio-political context of 
contemporary art, others argue that it enables artists to use their financial 
success to spread their messages. There is a challenging relationship 
between creativity and cultural identity suggesting the existence of value 
systems which when comprehended allows better grasp to the intricacies 
of human experiences. These factors can change with time hence as 
societies change so do their needs. The importance of social value 
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systems and transforms will shape the nature of artistic expression as art 
is an outcome of the multi perspective world felt in by humans. We must 
accept that contemporary visual art embodies more than just an aesthetic 
experience so long as there exists an fundamental focus on a collective 
consciousness. 
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