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Abstract: This paper probes into the multiple influences of religious philosophy on the 
interpretation of European piano performance, from the aspects of aesthetic concept, 
emotional expression, playing technique and spiritual dimension. As the core field of 
human inner world and meaning exploration, religious philosophy has had a profound 
influence on music art. The introduction explains the background of the study and 
Outlines the close connection between religious philosophy and music. The first part 
discusses in detail the influence of religious philosophy on the aesthetic concept of 
European piano performance. By analyzing the theoretical viewpoints of many 
scholars, we reveal how religious philosophy has shaped the aesthetic view of music 
and endowed music with deeper emotional connotation. This section illustrates the in-
depth argument through the key words "religious philosophy", "musical aesthetics", 
"cultural influence" and "human existence". The second part focuses on the 
transmission of religious feelings in European piano performance. The key words 
"religious emotion", "musical expression", "performance technique" and "emotional 
transmission" express the emphasis of this part. Through the selection of musical 
works rich in religious themes, we analyze in detail how the performers convey the 
profound connotation of religious feelings through technique and emotion. These 
expressions not only convey emotion in music, but also become an intuitive 
interpretation of religious thought. The third part deeply studies the influence of 
religious philosophy on European piano playing technique. The key words "creative 
inspiration", "playing technique", "elements of religious philosophy" and "music 
creation" reveal the theme of this section. Through the creative inspiration of the 
performers, we examine in detail how the philosophy of religion influences the creative 
use of the performers' technique, and integrate the connotation of religious philosophy 
into the musical expression in a unique way. Part IV focuses on the connection 
between the spiritual dimension of music and the philosophy of religion. Using the key 
words "spiritual experience", "musical atmosphere", "religious ritual" and 
"introspection", we analyze how music creates an experience that transcends the 
material world in performance, triggering deep introspection and reflection in the 
audience. The atmosphere created by the performance sometimes resembles that of a 
religious ceremony, conveying a transcendent spiritual experience. From the foregoing, 
we conclude that religious philosophy has exerted a profound influence on the 
interpretation of piano performance in Europe. This research helps to deepen the 
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understanding of the intermingling of music and religious philosophy, and provides a 
new perspective for the interpretation of piano performance. Future research could 
further explore the influence of different religious backgrounds on music performance, 
as well as the application of religious philosophy to other musical forms. 
Keywords: Religious Philosophy, European Piano Performance, Interpretation 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Music, as a medium to express emotions and convey ideas, has a deep 
connection with religious philosophy. As an important form of music, 
European piano performance conveys emotions, thoughts and spirituality 
between players and listeners. Religious philosophy, as a deep reflection on 
human existence, meaning and relationship with the universe, has injected 
a unique meaning into the interpretation of piano performance. The 
purpose of this thesis is to explore the influence of religious philosophy on 
the interpretation of European piano performance, and to reveal the 
complex interaction between religious philosophy and music from 
different levels (Adorno, 2002). 

1.1 Background and motivation 
Throughout European history, religion has been an important part of 

society and culture. Religious belief not only affects people's values and 
way of life, but also profoundly influences artistic creation and expression. 
Music, as a language across cultures and times, carries human emotions, 
beliefs and thoughts, and naturally blends with religious philosophy 
(Scruton, 1997). The profound thinking and spiritual exploration of 
religious philosophy have injected a connotation beyond notes and 
rhythms into piano performance, making music a bridge for people to 
pursue deep experience. 

1.2 Research purpose and significance 
The purpose of this study is to deeply explore the influence of religious 

philosophy on the interpretation of European piano performance and 
explore the various manifestations of religious philosophy in music art. By 
analyzing the relationship between religious philosophy and piano 
performance, we can better understand how music became an expression 
of emotions and ideas, and how it played an important role in European 
culture. In addition, by studying the influence of religious philosophy on 
music, we can expand the perspective of music interpretation and deepen 
the understanding of the relationship between religious philosophy and art. 
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1.3 Paper structure 
This thesis is divided into four main parts to explore the influence of 

religious philosophy on the interpretation of piano performance in Europe. 
The first part will discuss the relationship between religious philosophy and 
music from a theoretical point of view, and analyze how religious 
philosophy shaped the aesthetic concept of music. The second part will 
focus on the expression of religious emotion in piano performance, and 
examine how the performer conveys the profound connotation of religious 
emotion through skill and emotion (Dahlhaus, 1989). The third part will 
explore how religious philosophy has influenced playing technique and 
creativity, adding unique elements to musical performance. Part IV will 
delve into the connection between the spiritual dimension of music and 
the philosophy of religion, exploring how music can create a transcendental 
experience in performance that induces introspection and reflection in the 
listener. By exploring these aspects, we hope to reveal the profound 
influence of religious philosophy on the interpretation of piano 
performance in Europe, and enrich the understanding of the interaction 
between music and religion. At the same time, it will also provide a new 
perspective and method for the study of European music culture. 

2. THEORETICAL DISCUSSION ON THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY AND MUSIC 

2.1 Theoretical discussion on the relationship between religious philosophy 
and music 

The relationship between music and religious philosophy has been 
evident since the beginning of human civilization. Both of these fields are 
human thoughts and expressions of the inner world and the existence of 
the universe, so their interweaving is to a certain extent natural. This section 
will explore the influence of religious philosophy on European piano 
performance from multiple perspectives, including aesthetic concepts, 
emotional expression, and the meaning of music. 

2.2 The influence of religious philosophy on musical aesthetic concept 
The philosophy of religion deeply explores the meaning of human 

existence, the mystery of the universe, and the relationship between man 
and divinity. These thoughts find special expression in music. 

Key words: "religious philosophy", "musical aesthetics", "human 
existence", "cosmic meaning". The philosophy of religion has endowed the 
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aesthetic concept of music with a more profound level, making music not 
only the expression of beauty, but also the transcendent inner meaning 
(Kivy, 1997). 

2.3 The expression of religious emotion in music 
As an expression medium of emotion, music can convey the emotional 

world of human heart. The philosophy of religion often involves deep 
emotional experiences, such as the fear of divinity and the contemplation 
of existence. Key words: "religious emotion", "musical expression", "inner 
world", "spiritual experience". In piano performance, the performer deeply 
integrates religious feelings into the music through skill and emotional 
communication, so that the audience can experience the emotional 
resonance brought by religious philosophy. 

2.4 The correspondence between the meaning of music and religious 
thinking 

The philosophy of religion's deep contemplation of human life and 
existence is closely related to the meaning of music. Key words: "The 
meaning of music", "Religious thinking", "human existence", "the secret of 
the universe". Music is not only an art form, but also a way to convey ideas, 
express emotions, and explore the depths of our hearts (Cooper, 1990). 
The thinking of religious philosophy provides a more profound 
connotation for music, which makes music become a medium to transmit 
religious thoughts and emotions.From the above discussion, it can be 
concluded that the philosophy of religion has exerted a profound influence 
on the field of music. By shaping the aesthetic concept of music, conveying 
the expression of emotion and enriching the meaning of music, the 
philosophy of religion has endowed the European piano performance with 
more profound connotation. This influence is not only reflected in the 
musical composition, but also in the way the performer performs and the 
experience of the audience (Levinas, 1998). The relationship between 
religious philosophy and music provides a unique perspective for the 
interpretation of European piano performance, making it play an 
indispensable role in human thinking and artistic creation. 

3. RELIGIOUS FEELINGS EXPRESSED IN MUSIC 

As a carrier of emotional expression, music can deeply convey the inner 
feelings to the audience. The expression of religious feelings in European 
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piano performance has become a fascinating field of study. This part will 
explore the specific expression of religious emotion in European piano 
performance, and how the performer conveys the profound connotation 
of religious emotion through technique and emotion. 

3.1 Performance skills of religious feelings 
Performance technique is one of the important means for performers to 

express their emotions. In piano performance, players convey different 
emotions through the grasp of note speed, volume, timbre and other 
aspects. Key words: "religious emotion", "playing technique", "note 
expression", "emotional transmission". In the musical works with religious 
themes, how to convey religious feelings to the audience in delicate musical 
language through skillful handling is the key point of this part (Nussbaum, 
2003). 

3.2 Mapping between the emotional intensity of music and religious 
emotion 

The emotional intensity of the music largely determines the emotional 
resonance of the listener. Religious feelings are often complex and varied, 
covering many aspects such as awe, piety, joy, etc. Key words: "music 
emotion", "religious emotion", "resonance", "emotion mapping". We will 
analyze the relationship between religious emotion and musical emotion, 
and explore how players adjust the emotional intensity of music to make 
religious emotion and musical emotion fit and map. 

3.3 Emotional expression of religious theme music works 
Many musical works are based on religious themes, and these works 

carry deep connotations of religious feelings in their performance. Key 
words: "religious theme music", "emotional expression", "musical works", 
"spiritual experience".  

Through the selection of piano music works with religious themes, we 
will deeply analyze how the performer conveys the religious feelings 
contained in the work to the audience through technique, emotion and 
interpretation (Radhakrishnan, 1924). 

3.4 Presentation of musical elements of religious emotion 
Musical elements, such as harmony, rhythm, timbre, etc., play a crucial 

role in the emotional expression of music. Key words: "musical elements", 
"emotional presentation", "harmony", "rhythm", "timbre". In this part, we 
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will analyze how religious feelings can be reflected in piano performance 
through the selection and use of musical elements, and how to enhance the 
audience's resonance with religious feelings. 

 Through the above discussion, we hope to have a deeper understanding 
of the religious emotion in musical expression, and how the pianist 
integrates the profound emotion of religion into the music through the 
technique and emotional transmission, so that the audience can experience 
a deep spiritual resonance in the process of playing (Schopenhauer, 2010). 
This research helps to reveal the complex relationship between music and 
religious feelings, providing a more comprehensive perspective on the 
understanding of European piano performance. 

4. INTEGRATION OF RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY AND 
PERFORMANCE SKILLS 

Religious philosophy, as a kind of deep thinking and introspection, has 
a unique effect in music when it is integrated with playing techniques. This 
section will examine how the philosophy of religion influenced the 
creativity and technique of European pianists, and how the elements of 
religious philosophy were reflected in performance (Gethin, 1998). 

4.1 Inspiration of creativity and religious philosophy 
Creativity plays an important role in music performance, which reflects 

the performer's unique understanding of music works and the expression 
of his inner world.  

Key words: "creative inspiration", "religious philosophy", "musical 
expression", "creative interpretation". We will analyze how religious 
philosophy inspires performers to find creative inspiration, and how to 
integrate the depth of religious thought into the interpretation of music 
(Nydahl, 2012). 

4.2 Technical application of religious philosophy elements 
Performance technique is not only the means of performing musical 

works, but also the means of conveying the emotion and meaning of the 
works.  

Key words: "performance skills", "religious philosophy elements", 
"expression methods", "emotional transmission". We will explore how 
performers use techniques to incorporate elements of religious philosophy 
into musical expression, presenting deep connotations of religious feelings 
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in unique ways.  

4.3 Resonance of rhythm and religious thought 
Rhythm is an important part of music, creating a unique musical 

atmosphere and emotional experience. And religious philosophy often 
resonates with the sense of rhythm, rhythm change, etc. Key words: 
"rhythm", "religious thought", "resonance", "musical atmosphere". We will 
analyze how through the clever use of rhythm, the resonance between 
music and religious ideas can further enrich the connotation of 
performance (Du, 2013). 

4.4 Presentation of religious emotion in timbre 
Timbre is an important feature of music, which can convey rich 

emotions and emotional levels. Under the influence of religious 
philosophy, the use of timbre may be more in-depth and rich in 
connotation. Key words: "timbre", "religious emotion", "emotional 
expression", "sound texture". We will study how the performer can deeply 
present religious feelings in music through the selection and shaping of 
timbre, and enhance the audience's feeling of religious ideas.  

Through the above discussion, we can gain a deeper understanding of 
how religious philosophy merged with European piano playing techniques 
to create a unique and rich musical experience. In the application of skills, 
the performer skillfully combines religious thoughts with musical elements 
to make the music works more rich in connotation and emotional 
resonance. This fusion not only enriched the expression of music, but also 
provided a new way to convey religious philosophy (Fan, 2003). 

5. SPIRITUAL DIMENSION OF MUSIC AND RELIGIOUS 
PHILOSOPHY 

The relationship between music and philosophy of religion is not only 
reflected in the emotions and ideas expressed in music, but also in the deep 
connection between the spiritual dimension of music and philosophy of 
religion. This section will explore how music creates a transcendent 
experience, creates a ritual-like atmosphere, and induces introspection and 
reflection in the audience in European piano performance (Zhao, 2009). 

5.1 Spiritual experience and religious emotion of music 
Music has a power that transcends the physical world and can lead the 
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listener into a deep spiritual experience. Key words: "spiritual music", 
"religious emotion", "transcendental sexual experience", "musical 
atmosphere". We will explore how music, through notes, melodies and 
timbre, evokes deep emotional resonance within the listener, making them 
feel a transcendental spiritual experience that echoes religious feelings. 

5.2 Music atmosphere creation and religious ritual sense 
Religious ceremonies often take place in a specific atmosphere, and 

music can also create a special atmosphere, similar to the experience of 
religious ceremonies. Key words: "music atmosphere", "religious ritual 
sense", "emotional experience", "transcendental experience". We will 
analyze how music, through musical elements and expressions (Zhang, 
2015), creates an atmosphere reminiscent of religious ritual, leading the 
listener into an experience of piety and transcendence. 

5.3 Music introspection and religious thinking 
As an expression of emotions and thoughts, music can trigger 

introspection and reflection in the audience. The introspective nature of 
religious philosophy coincides with the introspective nature of music, 
which together prompts listeners to think about life, existence and 
meaning. Key words: "music introspection", "religious thinking", "deep 
thinking", "meaning exploration". We will examine how music, through the 
expression of emotion and meaning, evokes inner thought and reflection 
in listeners, enabling them to explore deeper levels of human life in the 
atmosphere of music (Dong, 2017).  

5.4 Integration of spiritual experience of music and religious philosophy 
The relationship between the spiritual experience of music and the 

philosophy of religion is multi-layered and multi-dimensional. The 
combination of the two enables the audience to have an experience similar 
to that of religious philosophy in music performance. Key words: "spiritual 
experience", "religious philosophy", "emotional resonance", 
"transcendence". We will explore the interweaving of music and religious 
philosophy on a spiritual level, and how the performance and expression 
of music can lead listeners to resonate with and experience religious ideas 
(Pan, 2011). 

Through the above discussion, we can gain a deeper understanding of 
how music creates a spiritual experience that is closely related to religious 
philosophy. Music is not only a sensual enjoyment, but also a spiritual 
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pursuit and transcendence. Inspired by the philosophy of religion, 
European piano performance creates a feeling for the audience that is close 
to the religious experience through the atmosphere, emotion and meaning 
of the music, enabling them to find a deep spiritual resonance in the music 
(Huang, 2018). 

6. CONCLUSION 

This paper probes into the multiple influences of religious philosophy 
on the interpretation of European piano performance, from the aspects of 
aesthetic concept, emotional expression, playing technique and spiritual 
dimension. Through the discussion of the relationship between religious 
philosophy and music, we have a deep understanding of how religious 
philosophy has a unique and profound impact on piano performance. 

In terms of aesthetic concept, religious philosophy has shaped the 
aesthetic view of music, endowed music with more profound emotional 
connotation, and made music become a way of expression beyond material. 
Through skill and emotional communication, the performer integrates 
religious feelings into the music, triggering the emotional resonance and 
experience of the audience. In addition, the reflection of religious 
philosophy and spiritual exploration also provide creative inspiration for 
performers, allowing them to express more unique religious elements in 
music. The use of performance skills makes religious feelings more vividly 
conveyed, and the choice of musical elements and expression methods 
enrich the connotation of music. 

In addition, this thesis explores the relationship between the spiritual 
dimension of music and the philosophy of religion. Music can create a 
transcendent experience, creating a ritual-like atmosphere that invites 
introspection and reflection in the audience. Through the atmosphere and 
emotional expression of music, listeners are able to experience a spiritual 
experience similar to religious emotions. 

From the above discussion, we can conclude that the philosophy of 
religion has exerted a profound influence on the interpretation of piano 
performance in Europe. It has influenced not only the aesthetic concept 
and emotional expression of music, but also the creative use of playing 
techniques, as well as the integration of the spiritual experience of music 
with religious philosophy. This influence is not only reflected in the musical 
composition, but also in the performance of the performer and the 
experience of the audience. Through this research, we have a deeper 
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understanding of the interactive relationship between music and religious 
philosophy, which provides a new perspective and understanding for the 
interpretation of European piano performance. Future research could 
further explore the influence of different religious backgrounds on music 
performance, as well as the application of religious philosophy to other 
musical forms. These studies will help deepen our understanding of the 
interplay between music and religious philosophy and their important role 
in European culture. 
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