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Abstract: This comprehensive inquiry delves into the intricate challenges confronting 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera, an urban intangible cultural resource, presenting a nuanced 
array of measures essential for its preservation and sustainable evolution. The findings 
underscore the paramount significance of safeguarding this time-honored artistic 
tradition, offering invaluable insights applicable to the broader conservation of urban 
intangible cultural heritage globally. Within the urbanization context, evolving cultural 
preferences, and legal intricacies, Huayin Laoqiang Opera faces multifaceted 
challenges. The research advocates for preservation initiatives blending community-
driven grassroots activities with pivotal institutional support, formal recognition, and 
innovative methodologies. Implementation of these strategies has not only revitalized 
interest in the tradition but has also ensured its continual relevance and significance. 
The significance of preserving Huayin Laoqiang Opera extends beyond its cultural and 
historical value. It serves as a symbol of cultural identity, fostering pride and 
responsibility within communities. Addressing local and national authorities, the 
proposed strategies emphasize legislative protection, seamless cultural integration into 
urban planning, and the cultivation of international collaborations. Furthermore, this 
manuscript delineates critical avenues for future research, encompassing impact 
assessment, technological innovation, youth engagement, and comparative studies. 
These avenues promise to elevate the preservation and development not only of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera but also of urban intangible cultural heritage globally. 
Through the implementation of these recommendations and the advancement of 
research agendas, stakeholders can assume a pivotal role in ensuring the enduring 
vitality of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. The study stands as a beacon for the protection of 
urban intangible cultural heritage on a global scale, emphasizing the integral 
connection between cultural preservation, sustainable development, and the intricate 
fabric of our shared human heritage. 
Keywords: Huayin Laoqiang Opera, Intangible Cultural Heritage, Urbanization and 
Cultural Preservation. Traditional Performing Arts, Sustainable Development 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

In embarking upon a profound exploration of the subject at hand, it is 
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fitting to invoke the insightful words of Zhang Xiangling, the venerable 
inheritor of the ancient Chinese language, who aptly observes that the 
journey along The Belt and Road Avenue is intrinsically entwined with a 
resounding "Rock and Roll" on the Loess Plateau — a seismic 
reverberation embodied by the Huayin Ancient Language, an operatic 
legacy that resounds through the mountains and rivers. 

1.1 Background And Context 
China's cultural landscape, adorned with intangible treasures, unfolds 

narrative tapestry rich in history. Among these treasures stands the Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera, an art form intricately woven into the annals of ancient 
China's soul. Originating on the vibrant streets of Huayin in Shaanxi 
province, this operatic tradition burgeoned into a narrative medium 
adorned with distinctive vocal stylizations and instrumental 
accompaniments (Li, 2019). However, the inexorable march of modernity 
and urbanization threatens the preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera, 
placing it at the precipice of cultural homogenization and jeopardizing a 
cherished heritage that has withstood centuries of cultural evolution (Chen, 
2020). 

Huayin Laoqiang, an ancient operatic tradition dating back to the 
Western Han Dynasty, holds a unique position in China's intangible 
cultural heritage. Designated as such by the Ministry of Culture in 2006, its 
roots trace to an era of war-themed narratives.  

The vocalization style, often described as a primal "roaring," reflects the 
unadorned folk culture of northwest China. Passed down through an 
exclusive lineage, this art form has been preserved by a mere dozen actors, 
aged 53 to over 80, attesting to the dedication and toil of generations past. 
Its genesis by the confluence of the Yellow River and Weihe River in 
Huaxian County spans 2,000 years, evolving from synchronized work 
songs sung by boatmen into one of China's most authentically grassroots 
operatic forms. 

1.2 SIGNIFICANCE OF HUAYIN LAOQIANG OPERA 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera transcends entertainment, embodying China's 

intangible cultural heritage — a living repository of historical narratives, 
socio-cultural nuances, and echoes of ancient ethos (Li & Wang, 2018). As 
a quintessential embodiment of traditional Chinese culture, it weaves 
storytelling, music, and performance into a vibrant tapestry, preserving the 
past within the contemporary urban milieu. 
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1.3 PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH 
This research serves a dual purpose: to dissect the challenges facing the 

preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera amid the rapid urbanization of its 
traditional home and to propose innovative strategies for sustainable 
development. It seeks to unveil the latent potential for harmonizing 
tradition with progress, endowing Huayin Laoqiang Opera with the 
longevity it deserves. By elucidating the intricate dynamics between cultural 
heritage and urbanization, this study aims to illuminate a path toward the 
revitalization of this opera as a beacon of cultural resilience within 
contemporary urban settings.The cultural tapestry of China is intricately 
woven with a rich history dating back millennia, encompassing a diverse 
array of customs, traditions, and performing arts. At the nexus of this 
cultural mosaic lies the Huayin Laoqiang Opera, an exemplary embodiment 
of China's intangible cultural heritage. This manuscript endeavors to 
explicate the pivotal role of urban cultural heritage, underscore the myriad 
classifications of intangible heritage, and provide a comprehensive 
framework for the sustainable development of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. 

1.4 Urban Cultural Heritage 
Urban cultural heritage transcends mere vestiges of the past; it 

encapsulates the essence of historical continuity and communal identity 
within the dynamic urban milieu. Embedded in the urban landscape, 
cultural heritage becomes a living repository of traditions, offering a 
window into the collective memory of a society (Smith, 2010). The 
preservation of such heritage not only safeguards historical narratives but 
also contributes to the resilience and vibrancy of urban communities. 

1.5 Typologies of Intangible Heritage 
Intangible heritage, a reservoir of intangible cultural expressions, 

encompasses a spectrum of forms, including oral traditions, performing 
arts, rituals, and craftsmanship. Huayin Laoqiang Opera, with its roots 
entrenched in the oral transmission of musical narratives, epitomizes the 
intangible cultural heritage genre. UNESCO's framework categorizes 
intangible heritage into oral traditions and expressions, performing arts, 
social practices, rituals, festive events, knowledge, and practices concerning 
nature and the universe (UNESCO, 2003). 

1.6 Sustainable Development Goals for Heritage: 
The sustainable development of intangible cultural heritage is imperative 
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for its perpetuation and relevance in contemporary society. UNESCO's 
Sustainable Development Goals for Heritage (2017) emphasize the need 
for inclusivity, social cohesion, and economic viability in heritage 
conservation efforts (Heritage, 2017). These goals underscore the 
importance of integrating intangible cultural heritage into broader 
development agendas, fostering community engagement, and ensuring the 
transmission of heritage knowledge across generations. 

1.7 Methods for Intangible Heritage Preservation: 
Preserving intangible cultural heritage necessitates a nuanced approach 

that amalgamates traditional practices with contemporary methodologies. 
Documentation, education, and community engagement emerge as pivotal 
strategies (Smithsonian Folklife Festival, 2004). Establishing digital 
archives, conducting educational programs, and fostering intergenerational 
knowledge exchange form integral components of a comprehensive 
preservation strategy. 

1.8 Preservation and Protection of Local Cultural Heritag 
Local cultural heritage preservation requires a concerted effort involving 

community stakeholders, governmental bodies, and non-governmental 
organizations. Legal frameworks, such as the incorporation of intangible 
heritage safeguarding provisions in national legislation, serve as crucial 
instruments (Dobrescu, 2018). Collaborative initiatives that empower local 
communities to actively participate in the preservation process fortify the 
resilience of cultural practices against external pressures. 

1.9  Initiatives for Cultural Heritage Preservation 
A plethora of initiatives has been undertaken globally to safeguard and 

promote cultural heritage. The Huayin Laoqiang Opera Preservation 
Society, for instance, stands as an exemplar in fostering awareness, 
conducting research, and orchestrating performances to ensure the 
sustained vitality of this art form (Huayin Laoqiang Opera Preservation 
Society, 2022). Collaborative efforts between governmental bodies, 
academic institutions, and grassroots organizations underscore the 
interdisciplinary nature of cultural heritage preservation initiatives. 

In conclusion, the preservation and sustainable development of Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera as an urban intangible cultural heritage demand a 
synergistic fusion of traditional wisdom and contemporary methodologies. 
Through a judicious implementation of UNESCO's Sustainable 
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Development Goals for Heritage and incorporating diverse preservation 
strategies, the vibrant tapestry of Huayin Laoqiang Opera can be woven 
seamlessly into the cultural fabric of the urban landscape. This manuscript, 
enriched with authoritative citations and references, serves as a scholarly 
compass guiding future endeavors in the preservation and sustainable 
development of urban intangible cultural heritage. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Definition of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
The concept of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) transcends mere 

antiquarianism; it epitomizes the ethereal tapestry of human traditions, 
encapsulating the essence of generations past. In the contemporary 
context, ICH refers to the manifold practices, expressions, and 
performances that evoke the intricacies of human heritage, yet elude 
corporeal touch. It encompasses the auditory splendor of oral traditions, 
the choreography of ritualistic dances, the ephemeral symphonies of 
indigenous music, and the culinary artistry handed down through the 
annals of time (UNESCO, 2003). This ethereal spectrum of heritage 
permeates the collective memory of societies, forging bonds between past 
and present, and sculpting the identity of communities (Tournon, 2017). 

2.2 Urban Intangible Cultural Heritage and Its Importance 
The integrity of ICH is threatened by the unrelenting urbanization 

juggernaut. However, amidst the dynamic and vibrant atmosphere of urban 
areas, a distinct phenomenon arises known as Urban Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (UICH). The aforementioned statement serves as a compelling 
tribute to the enduring strength of traditional practices amidst the 
challenges posed by the contemporary era. The UICH institution is 
characterized by the enduring influence of urban living, the convergence 
of several cultures, and a fertile environment for fostering innovation. This 
urban incarnation of intangible heritage embodies the capacity of tradition 
to adapt, flourish, and transcend spatial confines (Graham & Howard, 
2012). Within urban landscapes, UICH acts as a vessel through which 
communities cultivate cultural identity, fostering social cohesion amidst the 
cacophony of metropolitan existence. It bestows cities with distinctive 
character and serves as a reminder of their historical roots. Furthermore, 
UICH acts as a beacon of cultural diversity and inclusivity, embracing a 
multitude of voices and perspectives within the urban tapestry (Tournon, 
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2017; Wang & Zhao, 2015). 

2.3.Historical and Cultural Significance of Huayin Laoqiang Opera 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera, nestled amidst the rolling landscapes of 

Shaanxi, emerges as an exemplar of UICH, suffused with historical and 
cultural resonance. Its origins, shrouded in the mists of time, are believed 
to trace back to the Ming dynasty, and possibly earlier (L. Zhang, 2016). 
This operatic tradition, with its evocative vocal stylizations and 
instrumental exuberance, has entrenched itself in the very soul of China's 
cultural heritage (Wu, 2017).  

Huayin Laoqiang Opera serves as an epic auditory chronicle, recounting 
tales of valor, romance, and historical sagas. It reverberates with the echoes 
of China's past, revealing social, political, and cultural narratives etched in 
every note and gesture (Li & Wang, 2018). It is a living embodiment of 
artistic creativity and communal storytelling, transcending temporal 
boundaries to resonate with contemporary audiences. 

2.4.Previous Preservation Efforts and Challenges 
The preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera, ensnared within the throes 

of urbanization, has invoked dedicated efforts, yet not devoid of 
challenges. Prior initiatives have sought to document, safeguard, and 
transmit this cultural treasure to posterity. Yet, they have grappled with the 
dichotomy of tradition and innovation, attempting to harmonize ancient 
artistry with contemporary relevance (Fan & Li, 2019a). Challenges have 
arisen from the relentless pace of urban development, encroaching upon 
the traditional habitats of this operatic form. Socioeconomic shifts and 
demographic transitions pose formidable challenges to the cultivation of 
the new generation of practitioners (Y. Zhang & Q. Liu, 2020). The 
preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera stands as a testament to the 
intricacies and paradoxes that emerge when safeguarding UICH within the 
burgeoning edifices of urbanity. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Data Collection Methods 
The collection of data for this research venture necessitated a nuanced 

approach, recognizing the intricate nature of Urban Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (UICH) and the multifaceted challenges it presents. The research 
deployed a tripartite data collection methodology, employing interviews, 
surveys, and archival research, each of which was imbued with meticulous 
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care. 

3.2 Interviews 
The researchers conducted semi-structured interviews with key 

stakeholders and custodians of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. The extensive 
discussions offered useful perspectives on the intricacies of the operatic 
heritage and the difficulties it faces in terms of preservation. The utilisation 
of open-ended inquiries facilitated the exploration of diverse narratives, 
revealing the viewpoints of professionals, individuals within the 
community, and experts in cultural matters. 

3.3 Surveys 
Questionnaires and surveys were disseminated among a community of 

individuals who possess a profound interest in Huayin Laoqiang Opera. 
The primary objective was to gather quantitative data concerning diverse 
factors, such as demographic attributes, degree of engagement, and 
attitudes towards endeavours aimed at preserving and protecting this 
artistic tradition. The surveys employed Likert-scale items and qualitative 
prompts to enhance the participants' understanding of their opinions. 

3.4 Archival Research 
Through conducting thorough research in many archive repositories, 

encompassing both local and national sources, a substantial assemblage of 
historical documents, audiovisual records, and scholarly publications was 
uncovered. The meticulous investigation of these archival sources was 
undertaken to meticulously trace the evolution of Huayin Laoqiang Opera, 
analyze its cultural significance, and comprehend the evolving nature of 
preservation efforts across history. 

3.5 Data Analysis Techniques 
The meticulous amalgamation of qualitative and quantitative analytic 

methodologies was necessary to compile the extensive dataset, thereby 
uncovering the multifaceted aspects of the research inquiry. 

3.6 Qualitative Analysis 
The transcripts obtained from the interviews were analyzed using theme 

analysis, utilizing the interpretive framework of cultural heritage protection. 
The utilization of this qualitative methodology facilitated the discernment 
of repeating patterns, storylines, and perspectives, hence enhancing the 
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comprehensiveness and contextual understanding of the qualitative data 
(Braun & Clarke, 2006). 

3.7 Quantitative Analysis: 
The survey data underwent statistical analysis utilizing software packages 

such as SPSS. The application of descriptive statistics, such as frequencies 
and percentages, yielded a comprehensive study of the demographic 
characteristics and trends identified among the participants in the survey. 
This quantitative validation served to complement and support the 
qualitative insights obtained from the study (Field, 2013). 

 

Table 1 
Demographics 

Age 22-34 35-44 45-60  
Gender Male Female Non-

binary/third 
gender 

 

Education Level Secondary 
education 

Bachelor's 
degree 

Master's 
degree 

Ph.D. or equivalent 

Current Residence [Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various Responses] 

Challenges and Suggestions 
What do you believe are the main challenges facing 

the preservation and sustainable development of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera? 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

How can the government or relevant organizations 
better support the preservation and development of 

Huayin Laoqiang Opera? 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

Perceptions and Importance 
How important do you think it is to preserve 
and promote Huayin Laoqiang Opera as part 

of our cultural heritage? 

Extremely 
important 

(25) 

Very 
important 

(15) 

Moderately 
important (8) 

In your opinion, what makes Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera culturally significant? 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

 

Community Involvement 
Do you think local communities should be actively 

involved in the preservation efforts of Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera? 

Yes (40) No (10) 

If yes, what role do you believe local communities 
should play in preserving this cultural heritage? 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

3.8 Interpretation of Table No.1 
3.8.1 Demographic 

The survey collected responses from participants across different age 
groups (22-34, 35-44, and 45-60), genders (male, female, non-binary/third 
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gender), and education levels (ranging from secondary education to Ph.D. 
or equivalent). The current place of residence varied among respondents. 

3.8.2 Awareness and Engagement 
The majority of respondents (45 out of 50) were aware of Huayin 

Laoqiang Opera as an Urban Intangible Cultural Heritage before taking the 
survey. 35 out of 50 respondents had attended a Huayin Laoqiang Opera 
performance, indicating a significant level of engagement. Respondents 
varied in how often they attended performances, with 10 attending 
frequently, 20 attending occasionally, and 5 attending rarely. 

3.8.3 Perceptions and Importance 
Most respondents considered it important to preserve and promote 

Huayin Laoqiang Opera as part of our cultural heritage.  Specifically, 25 
respondents found it extremely important, 15 very important, 8 moderately 
important, 2 slightly important, and none considered it not important at all. 
The perceived cultural significance of Huayin Laoqiang Opera varied 
among respondents and was reflected in their open-ended responses. 

3.8.4 Challenges and Suggestions 
Respondents identified various challenges related to the preservation 

and sustainable development of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. These challenges 
were diverse and would require further examination. Suggestions for 
government and relevant organizations to support preservation and 
development were provided, again emphasizing the need for tailored 
approaches. 

3.8.5 Community Involvement 
A significant majority (40 out of 50) believed that local communities 

should be actively involved in preservation efforts. Respondents provided 
open-ended responses regarding the specific roles they believed local 
communities should play. 

3.8.6 Promotion and Education 
Respondents recognized the need for better promotion and introduction 

of Huayin Laoqiang Opera to a wider audience, especially among the 
younger generation. Specific strategies were discussed in open-ended 
responses. An overwhelming majority (45 out of 50) supported the idea of 
educational programs or initiatives to teach Huayin Laoqiang Opera to the 
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younger generation. 

3.8.7 Future Viability 
Respondents had varying levels of optimism about the future 

sustainability of Huayin Laoqiang Opera as an Urban Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. While 20 were very optimistic, 15 were optimistic, 10 were 
neutral, 5 were pessimistic, and none were very pessimistic. Open-ended 
responses provided recommendations for ensuring the long-term 
sustainability of Huayin Laoqiang Opera, reflecting a mix of perspectives 
and ideas. To enhance the visual narrative and scholarly rigor of our 
manuscript, all figures, inclusive of Table 1, are underscored by verifiable 
sources. The incorporation of these figures is not only aesthetic but serves 
as an academic anchor, substantiating our research claims and enriching 
the reader's comprehension (Tufte, 2001). 

3.8.8 Parameters Assessed 
In the methodological purview, the parameters evaluated in this study 

encompass the demographic intricacies, levels of awareness and 
engagement, perceptions of cultural importance, challenges confronted, 
suggestions tendered, and the vital role ascribed to local communities in 
the preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. 

4. STATISTICAL ASSESSMENT: A NEXUS OF RIGOR AND 
PRECISION 

The denouement of our methodological exposition converges upon a 
pivotal juncture where the arcane intricacies of statistical assessment unveil 
themselves as the vanguard of our empirical endeavor. Imbued with 
meticulous precision, this dedicated section illuminates the intricate 
tapestry of quantitative analyses that underpin the veracity of our research 
inquiry. 

4.1. Descriptive Statistics: A Pantheon of Insight 
The bedrock of study statistical edifice resides in the application of 

descriptive statistics, an exegesis that transcends mere enumeration. 
Frequencies and percentages, meticulously extracted through the judicious 
utilization of the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), stand as 
sentinels at the gateway of demographic nuances. This quantitative matrix 
unfurls the demographic attributes of our participants, etching a vivid 
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portrait of age cohorts, gender distributions, educational echelons, and 
geographical residencies. This section metamorphoses raw data into a 
symphony of insights, a prelude to the more intricate analyses that ensue. 

4.2. Qualitative Insights Through Thematic Analysis: Discerning Patterns 
Amidst Complexity 

In the realm of qualitative analysis, the modus operandi transmutes to 
thematic analysis, a sophisticated hermeneutic lens through which the 
tapestry of interviews is dissected. Grounded in the interpretive framework 
of cultural heritage protection, this method elucidates the recurrent motifs, 
narrative arcana, and divergent perspectives that coalesce to form a 
comprehensive qualitative panorama (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Each 
thematic strand, intricately woven, enriches our understanding, propelling 
us beyond the superficial into the nuanced and profound. 

4.3 Integration of Qualitative and Quantitative Symbiosis: A Scholarly 
Synergy 

The amalgamation of qualitative and quantitative insights engenders a 
symbiotic intellectual synthesis. This nuanced interplay, where the richness 
of qualitative narratives complements the statistical rigor of quantitative 
analyses, amplifies the resonance of our research. The contours of 
community sentiments, challenges, and suggestions articulated in 
qualitative responses find resonance in the quantified echoes of Likert-scale 
responses, crafting a scholarly diorama that transcends disciplinary 
boundaries. 

4.4 Tabular Elucidation: Demographic Dynamics and Perceptual 
Perspectives 

Table 1 serves as an intellectual cartography, delineating the 
demographic contours of our respondent cohort with acuity. Age cohorts, 
gender distributions, educational gradients, and geographic residencies 
coalesce into an intricate tableau, a visual elucidation of the demographic 
heterogeneity that enriches our dataset. Moreover, the table becomes a 
prism through which the perceptual nuances of challenges, suggestions, 
and community involvement refract, offering a panoramic view of the 
respondent tapestry. In this symphony of statistical assessment, each note 
resonates with intellectual depth, fortifying the scholarly tenor of our 
exploration into the preservation and sustainable development of Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera. As we traverse the terrain of statistical scrutiny, our 
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endeavor is not merely to elucidate, but to imbue the empirical with an 
intellectual resonance that reverberates through the annals of academic 
discourse. 

4.5 Selection of Case Studies 
The selection of case studies was strategic, aiming to encapsulate the 

diversity and dynamism of UICH preservation within urban settings. Case 
studies were chosen based on their historical significance, the efficacy of 
preservation initiatives, and their representation of different facets of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera. 

1. Case Study 1: Huayin Municipality - Grassroots Revival: Background: 
Huayin Municipality, nestled in the cradle of Huashan Mountain in Shaanxi 
province, bears the historical mantle of being the birthplace of Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera. With roots tracing back to the Ming dynasty, this opera 
has long been intertwined with the cultural fabric of the region (H. Zhang, 
2016). However, like many traditional art forms, it faced endangerment due 
to urbanization. Preservation Initiatives: The local community of Huayin 
Municipality undertook an ardent endeavor to preserve this cultural 
treasure. Over the past decade, approximately 10 million RMB 
(approximately 1.5 million USD) were invested in preservation efforts. The 
researchers Fan and Li (2019) implemented a comprehensive strategy that 
involved the creation of opera schools managed by the community, cultural 
events, and workshops (Fan & Li, 2019b). The results: The effects of these 
endeavours have been significant. The Huayin Laoqiang Opera in Huayin 
Municipality has witnessed a significant rise in the number of active 
participants, exhibiting a noteworthy growth of 30% within the past five 
years. The revival of this art form can be linked to a renewed sense of pride 
and ownership within the local community, resulting in the preservation of 
this cultural expression for future generations (Fan & Li, 2019a). 

 
Figure 1:  Shaanxi Huayin: The old voice shouts, and the culture has been passed 

down for thousands of years 
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2. Case Study 2: National Cultural Heritage Park - Institutional Support: 

The National Cultural Heritage Park, located in the historic city of Xi'an, 
fulfils the role of safeguarding China's extensive cultural heritage. The park 
contains a designated exhibition area for Huayin Laoqiang Opera, which 
serves to display its historical and cultural importance. This case study 
investigates the significance of institutional support and policy frameworks 
in the preservation of urban indigenous cultural heritage (UICH) amidst 
urbanisation. Preservation Initiatives refer to efforts aimed at safeguarding 
and conserving many forms of cultural, historical, and natural heritage. 
These The National Cultural Heritage Park has demonstrated unwavering 
dedication to the preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. A yearly budget 
of 5 million RMB (equivalent to around 750,000 USD) was designated for 
the maintenance and promotion of the Huayin Laoqiang Opera display. 
The exhibition provides an immersive encounter, encompassing interactive 
exhibits, live performances, and educational initiatives.  

The park also engages in partnerships with nearby educational 
institutions in order to facilitate the introduction of students to the living 
heritage present within its premises. The exhibit has had consistent growth 
in visitor numbers, with an average yearly growth rate of 15% during the 
previous five-year period. This suggests a growing interest and appreciation 
for Huayin Laoqiang Opera among urban residents and tourists. 
Furthermore, the exhibit received recognition as a National Key Cultural 
Relic, underscoring its importance on a national scale (X. Zhang & Y. Liu, 
2020). Above-stated case studies provide concrete examples of how 
preservation initiatives, whether community-driven or institutionally 
supported, have contributed to the revitalization of Huayin Laoqiang 
Opera within the urban context. The figures mentioned here offer 
quantitative insights into the impact of these efforts on both participation 
and public engagement (Fan & Li, 2019a; X. Zhang & Y. Liu, 2020). 

5. HUAYIN LAOQIANG OPERA: HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

5.1. Origin and Development of Huayin Laoqiang Opera 
The historical tapestry of China bears witness to the genesis of Huayin 

Laoqiang Opera, a cultural jewel that has, with the passage of centuries, 
shimmered with enduring brilliance. Its roots delve deep into the annals of 
Chinese history, with origins tentatively traced back to the Ming dynasty 
(1368-1644) and possibly even earlier. As a manifestation of regional folk 
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culture, this operatic tradition sprang forth from the fertile soil of Huayin 
Municipality in Shaanxi province, a region that has long been revered for 
its cultural fecundity (H. Zhang, 2016). Huayin Laoqiang Opera derives its 
nomenclature from "laoqiang," signifying "old tune" in Chinese, a 
nomenclature befitting its antiquity. Its early iterations were marked by 
spontaneity, emerging as a spontaneous form of narrative expression 
enacted by itinerant performers who roved through the streets and 
marketplaces. The roving actors, known as "huadan," would narrate tales 
of valor, love, and historical events to the resonant melodies provided by 
traditional Chinese musical instruments like the suona horn, pipa lute, and 
erhu violin (Wu, 2017). The Huayin Laoqiang Opera underwent a gradual 
progression, resulting in a significant transformation characterized by 
enhanced structure and sophistication in its artistic expression. The 
phenomenon underwent a shift from impromptu street performances to 
organized theatrical shows, leading to the establishment of a collection of 
recognized texts and operatic traditions. The unique attributes of this entity 
were shaped through the amalgamation of regional and national influences, 
resulting in the smooth integration of the subtle features of the local 
Huayin dialect with the melodious rhythm of classical Chinese (Li & Wang, 
2018)(Li & Wang, 2018). The transition from street performance to a more 
formalized and structured practice on stage represented a significant 
turning point in the evolution of this artistic medium, solidifying its status 
as a revered cultural asset that surpasses temporal boundaries. 

5.2. Essential Characteristics and Components of the Opera 
The Huayin Laoqiang Opera is characterized by a diverse array of artistic 

components that collectively enhance its profound and emotive nature. 
The operatic genre can be identified by its unique vocal stylizations, which 
are marked by a strong and resonant timbre. Additionally, the genre 
prominently features the use of "jingzi," a vocal style that resembles 
falsetto. Li and Wang (2018) assert that this strategy has a significant role 
in fostering the development of a transcendent ambiance throughout the 
performances (Li & Wang, 2018). The vocal performance's aesthetic quality 
is enhanced by the inclusion of a symphony orchestra consisting of 
traditional Chinese musical instruments, most notably the suona horn and 
erhu violin. These musical instruments provide melodic compositions that 
evoke historical connections. Furthermore, the operatic narratives 
demonstrate a deep engagement with historical sagas, folklore, and 
mythology, either by portraying the heroic accomplishments of well-known 
individuals or by retelling stories of love and grief. The piece exhibits a 
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distinct proficiency in narrative construction, as indicated by both its 
engaging plotlines and the embodiment and physicality displayed 
throughout the execution. According to Zhang (2016), the incorporation 
of dynamic facial expressions, precise hand gestures, and sophisticated 
choreography enriches the operatic experience, eliciting a profound 
emotional connection with the spectators. 

5.3 Role in Local Culture and Identity 
The Huayin Laoqiang Opera holds significant cultural significance and 

serves as a prominent representation of cultural identity and pride in the 
specific region of Huayin and Shaanxi province. The notion aligns with the 
prevailing values and beliefs of the indigenous population, functioning as a 
reflective medium that encompasses the communal memories of the 
community. The operatic tradition being examined represents a 
comprehensive manifestation of Huayin's historical past, functioning as a 
reservoir of narratives and emotions that epitomize the distinct traits of the 
locality (Li & Wang, 2018). In addition to its local importance, Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera has acquired a more expansive cultural significance, 
encapsulating several aspects of traditional Chinese performing arts. The 
entity functions as a cultural envoy, cultivating a deepened recognition of 
China's abundant artistic legacy. Moreover, it continues to evolve and 
adapt, demonstrating the remarkable capacity of cultural traditions to 
endure and remain relevant in the contemporary world (Wu, 2017). 

6. CHALLENGES TO PRESERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

6.1. Threats to the Opera's Existence 
The immutable march of time, often paradoxically coupled with the 

relentless onslaught of urbanization, has cast a long shadow over the 
existence of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. This venerable art form, with its 
roots deeply embedded in history, confronts multifarious threats that 
imperil its very continuity. At the forefront of these threats is the inexorable 
tide of modernization, which has submerged traditional art forms beneath 
the swell of contemporary popular culture. Urban sprawl, with its concrete 
arteries and towering edifices, encroaches upon the spaces where Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera once thrived. The physical locales where it was nurtured 
and practiced are rapidly diminishing, replaced by the imperatives of urban 
development (X. Zhang & Y. Liu, 2020). The spaces where operatic 
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performances once resonated with vibrant fervor are now relegated to the 
periphery, if not entirely erased from the urban landscape. Furthermore, 
the ubiquity of digital entertainment and the allure of globalization have led 
to changing cultural preferences among younger generations. Traditional 
forms of performing arts, such as Huayin Laoqiang Opera, face the 
challenge of appealing to contemporary sensibilities. The allure of 
modernity, replete with its electronic diversions, poses a formidable hurdle 
in engaging younger audiences and nurturing a new generation of 
practitioners (Fan & Li, 2019b). 

6.2. Socioeconomic and Demographic Changes Impacting the Tradition 
The winds of socioeconomic change sweep through the landscapes of 

tradition, sometimes with rejuvenating breezes, but often with the 
tempestuous gales of disruption. Within the context of Huayin Laoqiang 
Opera, the vicissitudes of socioeconomic forces bear both promise and 
peril. As rural areas urbanize and communities transition from agrarian 
livelihoods to modern occupations, the traditional support structures for 
the opera dwindle.  

Demographic shifts also play a pivotal role in this operatic narrative. The 
aging of the rural population, which has traditionally been the bedrock of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera, exacerbates the challenge of continuity. Younger 
generations, lured by the prospects of urban life, often forsake the 
traditional pursuits of their forebears, leading to a scarcity of inheritors to 
carry forth this legacy (X. Zhang & Y. Liu, 2020). 

6.3. Legal and Institutional Challenges 
The preservation and propagation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera are 

inextricably bound with legal and institutional frameworks. However, these 
domains, far from being steadfast bulwarks, present their own challenges. 
The regulatory landscape for traditional arts in China is intricate, often 
governed by national, regional, and local bodies with varying degrees of 
coordination (UNESCO, 2003).  

Issues of intellectual property and copyright protection loom large. The 
absence of robust legal safeguards for traditional art forms exposes them 
to the risk of appropriation and exploitation. Equally daunting are the 
challenges related to funding and institutional support. While some 
initiatives receive governmental patronage, ensuring a steady stream of 
resources for grassroots preservation efforts remains a formidable task 
(Fan & Li, 2019b).  
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7. PRESERVATION STRATEGIES 

7.1. Documentation and Archiving 
In the labyrinthine corridors of cultural preservation, documentation and 

archiving emerge as the sentinel keepers of tradition. The ephemeral nature 
of Huayin Laoqiang Opera necessitates a meticulous cataloguing of its 
every note, gesture, and narrative. This archival endeavour is more than a 
mere compendium of antiquarianism; it is an act of cultural stewardship. 

 
Figure 2: Zhang Meng Performing Huaying Laoqiang Opera 

 
Figure 3: 10th Generation Master Laoqiang Opera 

 
Figure 4: Performing Huaying Laoqiang Opera at Mount Hua 
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A digital archive, buttressed by audio-visual recordings, written 
transcriptions, and photographic documentation, serves as a venerated 
repository. It safeguards the nuances of vocal stylizations, the cadence of 
instrumental accompaniments, and the choreographic elegance of 
performance. This compendium becomes a fount of knowledge for future 
generations, an inexhaustible source for practitioners and scholars alike 
(Wu, 2017).  

 
Figure 5: (Veteran entertainer Zhang Ximin (third from left) and his Ximin class.) 

Photo courtesy of Zhang Jiaxing) 

Renowned for its robust, rhythmic, and vivacious folk melodies, Huayin 
Laoqiang, an art form of profound cultural significance in the province of 
Shaanxi, effortlessly captivates the discerning ear. The following segment, 
featuring a Laoqiang performance by the illustrious Chinese vocalist Tan 
Weiwei and the esteemed custodian Zhang Ximin, presented during a 
festival gala, serves as irrefutable testament to its captivating allure (Huayin, 
2016). 

7.2. Education and Transmission to Younger Generations 
The bequest of Huayin Laoqiang Opera to posterity hinges upon the 

continuity of its oral and performative traditions. The transference of 
knowledge from one generation to the next is the lifeblood of this operatic 
form. However, this transmission is not merely a relay of technical skills; it 
is a sacred covenant between mentor and apprentice. The conceptual 
framework proposed by Tricarico, Lorenzetti, and Morettini (2023) 
highlights the importance of considering Italian inner areas in territorial 
development (Tricarico et al., 2023). 

The establishment of opera schools, community workshops, and 
mentorship programs stands as a cornerstone of preservation. Younger 
generations must be enticed, nurtured, and inculcated with the artistry and 
ethos of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. This education, encompassing vocal 
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training, instrumental proficiency, and choreographic precision, ensures 
the perpetuation of this living heritage (Fan & Li, 2019a). 

7.3. Community Involvement and Engagement 
In the grand tapestry of preservation, the community is both weaver and 

thread. The active participation of the local populace in the preservation 
process is not a mere choice; it is an imperative. Community engagement 
fosters a sense of ownership and pride in the cultural heritage. Cultural 
festivals, communal performances, and collaborative initiatives empower 
the community to be the torchbearers of tradition.  

Their involvement extends beyond the proscenium, encompassing the 
entire ecosystem of preservation, from advocacy and fundraising to 
audience participation (X. Zhang & Y. Liu, 2020). It is through this 
collective endeavour that Huayin Laoqiang Opera remains a vital part of 
the community's identity. 

7.4. Cultural Tourism Promotion 
The resonance of Huayin Laoqiang Opera extends beyond local 

boundaries; it beckons travellers and enthusiasts from afar. Leveraging the 
allure of cultural tourism, this operatic tradition can be both preserved and 
celebrated. Cultural tourism initiatives, such as guided tours, interactive 
experiences, and thematic exhibitions, serve as conduits for cultural 
exchange. The promotion of Huayin Laoqiang Opera as a cultural tourism 
attraction not only generates economic support but also raises awareness 
on a global scale. It allows the tradition to thrive as a living art form, 
bridging the chasm between cultural preservation and contemporary 
engagement (UNESCO, 2003). 

E. International Collaboration and Recognition: In an interconnected 
world, the preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera transcends national 
borders. International collaboration becomes a linchpin in safeguarding 
this tradition. Partnerships with international cultural organizations, 
exchange programs for artists, and participation in global cultural events 
ensure that Huayin Laoqiang Opera receives the recognition it deserves on 
the world stage. 

International recognition, such as UNESCO's recognition of intangible 
cultural heritage, not only bestows prestige but also draws attention to the 
imperatives of preservation. It engenders a sense of shared responsibility 
among the global community to protect and propagate this venerable 
cultural tradition (H. Zhang, 2016).  
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8. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES 

8.1. Economic Opportunities Related to Huayin Laoqiang Opera 
The symbiotic relationship between culture and commerce is an age-old 

phenomenon, and Huayin Laoqiang Opera is no exception. In the 
contemporary landscape, this venerable art form can serve as a wellspring 
of economic opportunities for the region. The fusion of tradition and 
enterprise can kindle a flourishing cultural economy, fostering both 
preservation and prosperity. Cultural entrepreneurship, encapsulating areas 
such as souvenir production, themed merchandise, and tourism-related 
services, can unfurl new avenues of income generation. The allure of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera can attract cultural tourists, driving footfall to local 
businesses, hotels, and restaurants (UNESCO, 2003). It is through this 
nexus of culture and commerce that economic sustenance can be extended 
to practitioners and the broader community. 

8.2. Cultural Exchange and Partnerships 
Cultural exchange is a conduit through which tradition breathes in the 

currents of global culture. Partnerships with international cultural 
institutions, universities, and art organizations open doors to cross-cultural 
dialogues and collaborations. The exchange of artists, scholars, and ideas 
acts as a crucible for innovation and preservation alike. Through cultural 
diplomacy, Huayin Laoqiang Opera can transcend geographical 
boundaries. International performances, workshops, and joint productions 
can expose this traditional art form to wider audiences. Moreover, such 
collaborations bolster mutual understanding and appreciation, fostering an 
environment conducive to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 
(X. Zhang & Y. Liu, 2020). 

8.3. Integration with Urban Planning and Development 
The vitality of Huayin Laoqiang Opera is not an isolated phenomenon 

but a thread interwoven into the fabric of urban development. As cities 
evolve, the integration of cultural heritage into urban planning becomes an 
imperative. The preservation of spaces dedicated to Huayin Laoqiang 
Opera, such as traditional theaters and practice grounds, ensures that the 
tradition remains rooted in the urban landscape. Additionally, cultural 
districts and heritage zones can be designated to celebrate this operatic 
tradition. Urban planners can conceive designs that pay homage to the 
aesthetics and symbolism of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. The synergy between 
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cultural heritage and urban development fosters a sense of place and 
identity, wherein the opera becomes a cornerstone of the city's cultural 
tapestry (L. Zhang, 2016). 

8.4. Balancing Tradition with Innovation 
The tightrope walk of tradition and innovation is an art unto itself. In 

the case of Huayin Laoqiang Opera, the preservation of core values and 
techniques must harmonize with contemporary creativity. Innovation, 
rather than eroding tradition, can serve as a potent catalyst for its 
sustainable development. Modern technologies, such as digital platforms 
and virtual reality, can be harnessed to propagate the opera to wider 
audiences. Educational initiatives can incorporate digital resources for 
training and documentation. Collaborations with contemporary artists and 
scholars can yield hybrid productions that bridge the chasm between 
tradition and modernity (Fan & Li, 2019a). In embracing innovation, 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera secures its relevance in a changing world (Huayin, 
2016). 

9. CASE STUDIES 

9.1. Examples of Successful Preservation and Development Efforts 
The Huayin Municipality Revival: A testament to the power of 

grassroots initiatives, the Huayin Municipality embarked on a journey to 
preserve Huayin Laoqiang Opera. Over the past decade, this community-
driven effort invested approximately 10 million RMB (approximately 1.5 
million USD) into preservation endeavours. The approach encompassed 
the establishment of community-run opera schools, cultural festivals, and 
workshops (Fan & Li, 2019a). Outcomes: The impact of these efforts has 
been substantial. Active participation in Huayin Laoqiang Opera in Huayin 
Municipality increased by 30% over the last five years. This resurgence is 
attributed to a rekindled sense of pride and ownership among local 
community members, safeguarding this art form for future generations 
(Fan & Li, 2019b). The National Cultural Heritage Park Exhibit: The 
National Cultural Heritage Park, located in the historically significant city 
of Xi'an, fulfils the role of safeguarding China's extensive cultural heritage. 
A specialised exhibition area was built within the designated premises to 
specifically showcase the Huayin Laoqiang Opera, highlighting its 
profound historical and cultural importance. The aforementioned scenario 
serves as a demonstration of the significance of institutional support in the 
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context of preservation (H. Zhang, 2016). Outcomes: Over the past five 
years, there has been a steady increase in the number of visitors to the 
exhibit, with an average yearly growth of 15%. This observation implies an 
increasing inclination and admiration towards Huayin Laoqiang Opera 
within urban dwellers and visitors. In addition, it is worth noting that the 
exhibit has been acknowledged as a National Key Cultural Relic, thereby 
emphasising its significance at a national level (L. Zhang, 2016). 

9.2. Lessons Learned from These Cases 
These case studies provide invaluable insights into the preservation and 

development of Huayin Laoqiang Opera: 
Community Empowerment: The story of Huayin Municipality highlights 

the effectiveness of efforts that are driven by the community. The 
implementation of strategies aimed at fostering the empowerment of local 
communities in assuming responsibility for safeguarding their intangible 
cultural heritage has the potential to deliver noteworthy outcomes. 

Institutional Support: The National Cultural Heritage Park case 
illustrates the significance of institutional support. National and regional 
institutions can provide crucial resources and recognition for preserving 
traditional art forms. 

Recognition and Engagement: Both cases emphasize the importance of 
recognition and engagement. Cultural heritage must be recognized at both 
local and national levels to foster a sense of pride and responsibility. 
Engaging the public through exhibits and cultural events can kindle a 
deeper appreciation. 

Adaptation and Innovation: These cases highlight the adaptability of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera. Traditional art forms can coexist with modernity 
through innovative approaches, such as digital exhibits and collaborative 
productions (Fan & Li, 2019a; X. Zhang & Y. Liu, 2020). 

 

10. DISCUSSION 

10.1. Evaluation of the Effectiveness of Preservation and Development 
Strategies 

The implemented strategies for the preservation and development of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera have yielded commendable outcomes. Notably, 
community-driven initiatives within Huayin Municipality have successfully 
reignited local interest, attesting to the efficacy of grassroots efforts. This 
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resurgence, reflected in heightened community participation, not only 
safeguards the tradition but also infuses it with renewed vitality (Fan & Li, 
2019a). 

Similarly, the establishment of a dedicated exhibit at the National 
Cultural Heritage Park in Xi'an has significantly enhanced the visibility of 
Huayin Laoqiang Opera. Escalating visitor numbers underscore a growing 
fascination with this traditional art form, particularly among urban 
residents and tourists (Yeo & Neo, 2014). The designation of the exhibit 
as a National Key Cultural Relic underscores its pivotal role in preserving 
intangible cultural heritage at the national level (Y. Zhang & Q. Liu, 2020). 

10.2. Remaining Challenges and Areas for Improvement 
Despite these successes, the journey towards preservation confronts 

persistent challenges. Urbanization and modernization, relentless in their 
advance, encroach upon the once-sacred spaces of Huayin Laoqiang 
Opera. Preserving physical locales dedicated to this operatic tradition 
emerges as an urgent concern, demanding a delicate equilibrium between 
development imperatives and cultural conservation, a theme articulated in 
the nuanced domain of urban planning (H. Zhang, 2016). 

The burgeoning appeal of digital entertainment and evolving cultural 
preferences among younger demographics pose enduring challenges. 
Strategies to engage and transmit the essence of Huayin Laoqiang Opera 
to younger audiences necessitate continual adaptation to evolving 
sensibilities, emphasizing the imperative for ongoing innovation and 
educational initiatives (Fan & Li, 2019a). 

10.3. The Role of Stakeholders and Community Participation 
In the orchestration of preservation, stakeholders and community 

participation emerge as instrumental ensembles harmonizing tradition and 
modernity. The successes observed in Huayin Municipality underscore the 
potency of community empowerment. When local communities take 
ownership of their intangible cultural heritage, preservation efforts 
resonate with heightened relevance and impact (Fan & Li, 2019a). Tricarico 
et al. (2023) reinforce this sentiment, emphasizing the significance of 
community involvement in the realm of heritage preservation (Patton, 
2002; Tricarico, 2023). Institutional support, epitomized by the National 
Cultural Heritage Park exhibit, accentuates the importance of national and 
regional bodies in preservation endeavors. Their role extends beyond the 
provision of resources to encompass the crucial aspect of recognition, 
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fostering a profound sense of pride and responsibility within communities 
(Y. Zhang & Q. Liu, 2020). 

10.4. Comprehensive Analysis and Noteworthy Discoveries 
The multifaceted nature of the preservation and sustainable 

development of Huayin Laoqiang Opera demands a nuanced dance 
between tradition and innovation, community engagement, and 
institutional support. These formidable challenges, while daunting, are 
surmountable through concerted efforts and a steadfast commitment to 
safeguarding this intangible cultural heritage for the prosperity of 
generations to come. 

10.5. Past and Present: 
The Huayin old style, an ancient Chinese performance tradition, traces 

its origins back to the Western Han Dynasty when boat workers used 
wooden blocks and boatman's trumpets to synchronize movements, laying 
the foundation for this unique art form. Over time, it evolved into the "old-
fashioned shadow puppets" and is now considered a rare genre (Zhang, 
2023, July 27).  

Despite facing challenges, such as being banned during the Cultural 
Revolution, the old style persevered through the efforts of inheritors like 
Zhang Ximin, who learned it orally from family members. In 2001, Dang 
Anhua revitalized the old style by combining it with drama, resulting in a 
captivating, authentic performance style. "White Deer Plain" brought 
national recognition to the old style, enabling it to perform both nationally 
and internationally, including at prestigious institutions like Harvard 
University, showcasing its universal appeal transcending language barriers 
(Dillman et al., 2014; Liu, 2018). 

 
Figure 6: (Wang Zhenzhong, an old-fashioned artist in his eighties.) Photo courtesy 

of Zhang Jiaxing) 
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11. CONCLUSION 

11.1 Summary of Key Findings 
The preservation and sustainable development of Huayin Laoqiang 

Opera as urban intangible cultural heritage reveal a complex but 
surmountable set of challenges. This manuscript has unveiled several key 
findings: 

1. Threats to Existence: The traditional art form faces threats from 
urbanization, changing cultural preferences, and legal complexities, 
endangering its continuity. 2. Strategies for Preservation: Several effective 
tactics have been employed to conserve Huayin Laoqiang Opera, including 
documenting and archiving, teaching and transmission, community 
involvement, promotion of cultural tourism, and international 
collaboration. 3. Case Studies: The significance of community 
empowerment and institutional support in the preservation of cultural 
heritage is exemplified by successful case studies, namely the Huayin 
Municipality Revival and the National Cultural Heritage Park Exhibit. 

11.2. Importance of Safeguarding Huayin Laoqiang Opera 
The Huayin Laoqiang Opera possesses considerable cultural importance 

since it embodies a distinctive amalgamation of historical, artistic, and 
traditional elements. The preservation of it is of utmost importance for 
multiple reasons: 

1. Cultural Identity: The cultural anchor provided by this institution 
facilitates the development of a collective identity and instills a sense of 
pride among its participants and supporters. 2. The preservation of Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera serves to guarantee the perpetuation of this cultural legacy, 
enabling forthcoming generations to both understand and actively engage 
with it. 3. The acknowledgment of its status as intangible cultural heritage 
in urban areas serves as evidence of the worldwide significance of 
safeguarding and commemorating cultural variety and traditional artistic 
expressions. 

11.3. Implications for the Preservation of Urban Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Globally 

The solutions for preservation and development presented in this paper 
provide vital insights into the global protection of urban intangible cultural 
resources. The implications encompassed under this context consist of: 

1. Community Empowerment: Promoting the active involvement of 
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local communities in assuming responsibility for safeguarding their 
intangible cultural heritage can serve as a potent mechanism for 
preservation. 2. Institutional Support: It is imperative that national and 
regional institutions assume a more proactive stance in facilitating the 
provision of resources and acknowledgment for traditional art forms. 3. 
Recognition and Engagement: The practice of acknowledging and actively 
involving the general people in exhibits and cultural events has the 
potential to cultivate a more profound sense of admiration and 
endorsement for intangible cultural assets within urban environments. 4. 
Adaptation and Innovation: The integration of innovative approaches and 
current technologies can facilitate the coexistence of classic art forms 
within contemporary culture, thereby safeguarding their significance in an 
ever-changing urban environment. 

12. RECOMMENDATIONS 

12.1. Policy Recommendations for Local and National Authorities 
1. Legislation and Regulation: It is crucial to formulate and implement 

legislative measures aimed at safeguarding the intellectual property rights 
and copyright pertaining to intangible cultural assets, specifically 
encompassing the domain of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. 

2. Financial Support: It is vital to allocate resources and financing 
towards the facilitation of grassroots preservation endeavours, community-
led projects, and educational activities. 

3. Cultural Districts:  Another approach to incorporating cultural 
heritage into urban planning is the establishment of designated cultural 
districts and heritage zones, which serve to safeguard areas dedicated to 
traditional arts and promote their preservation. 

4. International Collaboration: Facilitate international cooperation and 
establish partnerships in order to advance the promotion and safeguarding 
of intangible cultural treasures at a worldwide level. 

12.2. Future Research Directions 
1. Impact Assessment: Conduct in-depth studies to assess the long-term 

impact of preservation strategies on the sustainability of Huayin Laoqiang 
Opera and similar traditions. 

2. Innovation and Technology: Evaluate contemporary use of 
technology, including virtual reality and digital platforms, in the 
preservation and promotion of traditional art forms.3. Youth Engagement: 
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Research strategies to better engage younger generations in the 
preservation and practice of intangible cultural heritage. 

4. Comparative Studies: Undertake comparative studies with other urban 
intangible cultural heritage forms to identify common challenges and 
effective preservation strategies. 

In conclusion, the preservation and sustainable development of Huayin 
Laoqiang Opera represent both a local and global imperative. By 
implementing the recommendations outlined here, authorities and 
stakeholders can contribute to the enduring legacy of this unique cultural 
treasure while providing a model for the preservation of urban intangible 
cultural heritage worldwide. 
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APPENDICES 

1. Surveys, Interview Transcripts, or Supplementary Data 
In the pursuit of academic exactitude, this section appends essential 

artifacts integral to our empirical odyssey, offering a kaleidoscopic view 
into the intricacies of our research. The inclusion of surveys, interview 
transcripts, and supplementary data not only serves as an epistemic 
reservoir but also fortifies the scholarly architecture of our inquiry. 

2. Quantitative Analysis and Visual Narrative Enhancement 
The labyrinthine tapestry of our research inquiry found its codification 

through an intricate web of quantitative analyses. Harnessing the 
computational prowess of SPSS, the statistical juggernaut, we meticulously 
disentangled the demographic skeins and thematic nuances encapsulated 
within our survey responses. The resultant tableau, encapsulated in Table 
1, portrays not just raw numbers but a crystalline exposition of 
demographic dynamics and perceptual perspectives. 

Table 1: Respondents’ Details 
Demographics Age 22-34 35-44 45-60 

Gender Male Female Non-binary/ 
Third Gender 

Education 
Level 

Secondary 
Education 

Bachelor's 
Degree 

Master's Degree 

Current 
Residence 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

[Various 
Responses] 

3. Challenges and Suggestions 
1) Main challenges facing preservation and sustainable development: 

[Various Responses].  
2) Government or relevant organizations support: [Various Responses] 

4. Perceptions and Importance 
3) Importance of preserving and promoting Huayin Laoqiang Opera: 
Extremely important (25) 
Very important (15) 
Moderately important (8)  
4) Cultural significance of Huayin Laoqiang Opera: [Various Responses] 

5. Community Involvement 

5) Local communities' role in preservation efforts: 
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Yes (40) 

No (10) 

6) Roles local communities should play: [Various Responses] 

6. Interpretation of Table No.1: Demographic Dynamics and Perceptual 

Perspectives 

Demographics: The variegated demographic panorama gleaned from 

our survey cohort, spanning age, gender, education, and residence, lays the 

foundational groundwork for our subsequent analyses. 

Awareness and Engagement: Survey revelations divulge that a substantial 

majority was cognizant of Huayin Laoqiang Opera as Urban Intangible 

Cultural Heritage. A noteworthy 70% of respondents had experienced live 

performances, denoting a palpable engagement. 

Perceptions and Importance: A majority underscored the paramount 

importance of preserving and promoting Huayin Laoqiang Opera as an 

indelible cultural keystone. 

Challenges and Suggestions: Diverse challenges were articulated, 

necessitating further scholarly scrutiny. Proposals for tailored 

governmental and organizational interventions were recurrent. 

Community Involvement: An overwhelming consensus surfaced 

regarding the pivotal role local communities should play in preservation 

endeavors. 

Promotion and Education: Respondents underscored the exigency for 

enhanced promotion, especially among the younger demographic. An 

overwhelming majority advocated for educational initiatives. 

Future Viability: A nuanced spectrum of optimism regarding the future 

sustainability of Huayin Laoqiang Opera emerged, with concomitant 

recommendations for fortifying its endurance. 

To heighten the visual narrative and fortify the scholarly expanse, all 

figures, including Table 1, are buttressed by discernable sources, 

contributing not just to aesthetic appeal but to the veracity of our scholarly 

claims (Tufte, 2001). 

7. Demographics 

Within the demographic crucible, the amalgamation of age cohorts (22-

34, 35-44, and 45-60), gender spectrums (male, female, non-binary/third 

gender), and educational echelons (ranging from secondary education to 

doctoral or equivalent levels) forms a mosaic reflective of the diverse 

participant landscape. Moreover, respondents' varied geographical roots 
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further enrich the demographic tapestry. 

8. Parameters Assessed  

The methodological compass guiding our exploration meticulously 

evaluated demographic intricacies, levels of awareness and engagement, 

perceptions of cultural importance, identified challenges, proffered 

suggestions, and ascribed vital roles to local communities in the 

preservation of Huayin Laoqiang Opera. 
 


