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Abstract: Traditional music has been a cornerstone for cultural preservation and 
education, yet its integration into modern educational systems remains underutilized. 
Non-fiction narratives within traditional music, rich with historical, ethical, and 
cultural significance, offer a powerful medium for fostering cultural awareness and 
enhancing interdisciplinary learning. Despite this potential, gaps persist in 
pedagogically leveraging these narratives. This study aims to explore the cultural 
significance of non-fiction narratives in traditional music and propose innovative 
pedagogical strategies for their integration into education. This study seeks to bridge 
the gap between cultural heritage and contemporary teaching practices by analyzing 
their themes, structure, and educational potential. The key phases of this research 
framework are exploration, case studies, and implementation. Comprehensive 
literature reviews and archival analyses were conducted to identify and analyze 
traditional music narratives from diverse cultural regions. Selected case studies 
documented these narratives, their contexts, and pedagogical relevance. The final 
phase involved implementing and evaluating proposed teaching strategies in 
workshops with educators and students, using interviews, observation, and feedback 
to assess effectiveness. The findings reveal that traditional music narratives 
significantly enhance cultural literacy and student engagement. Workshops showed an 
85% increase in student interest and a 70% improvement in cultural awareness. 
Educators also reported the potential for interdisciplinary applications in history, 
literature, and ethics. When integrated effectively, traditional music narratives can 
transform education by enriching cultural understanding and fostering critical thinking. 
These findings underscore the importance of preserving and modernizing traditional 
music for educational purposes. 
Keywords: Cultural Heritage, Cultural Literacy, Ethics, Educational Integration, 
History, Non-Fiction Narratives, Pedagogy, Interdisciplinary Learning, Student 
Engagement, Traditional Music 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Music has a long history of picking the various moments of human life 
and experiences integral to culture. Traditional music is vital in preserving 
or contemporizing historical facts, cultural identity, and social norms, 
especially in the agenda genre. As opposed to literary fictional narratives, 
traditional music consists of actual historical narratives and storytelling 
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from real-life experiences that define the basic genre and the piece's 
importance. These narratives connect the history and the contemporary; 
the insights into the lives and work of the people who authored these 
advertisements are valuable. Concerning the education curriculum, 
traditional music has many complex values. Cultural interpretation helps 
conserve culture, supports coursework, and employs students' cultural 
values. For these reasons, there are many theories and approaches 
proposed by prospective researchers to raise the status of traditional music 
in educational systems to initiate the processes of critical thinking, 
creativity, and cultural respect (TABAK & KARABULUT, 2024). Despite 
its significance, traditional music and its story are marginalized in 
instructional practice. The subject matter of concern in this research is the 
combination of mainstream popular music and teaching-learning 
processes, emphasizing how such narratives can enhance the teaching-
learning process and support the performance of cultural continuity. 
Therefore, based on the analysis of the cultural values of traditional music 
and its application in learning processes, this research aims to give practical 
recommendations to teachers and decision-makers. Traditional music is, 
therefore, an integral part of the cultural lives of those societies. They 
portray society and culture, success or failure, even the mediocre doings of 
life, and are used to tell society’s stories. For instance, folk-type songs from 
African/ Native Americans often tell stories and could be used as 
historical/moral tales (Ben-Amos, 2023). The non-fiction narratives of the 
works listed in this paper are helpful for cultural sustainability as they allow 
communities to preserve their heritage. In most cultures, music is a cultural 
product of an artistic nature and a system of social memory. Oral histories 
work hand in hand in transmitting such history without writing. This makes 
traditional music useful for reconstructing cultural history and 
contemporary cultural relations (Ben-Amos, 2023). However, the modern 
educational processes meaningfully exclude the functionality of traditional 
music as a pedagogical source. Therefore, the problem is that these 
narratives can be lessened or even disappear with globalization and 
technological advances. Academics state integrating traditional music can 
solve this by enhancing cultural understanding and cross-sectional learning 
(Goodrich, 2022). Such arguments form the basis of this research and 
commend how the teaching aspect of traditional music can foster cultural 
conservation. Oral tradition in the form of music with a wealth of stories 
in many societies today is left out in today’s education systems. The current 
organization of education ambassadors across the globe has created a 
uniform education system that has not embraced the diversified culture, 
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such as the fictional aspect of traditional music (Cottrell et al., 2023). Since 
then, young generations failed to link with their roots of cultural value. 
However, the incorporation of tradition into the lesson plan imposes a lot 
of challenges. Ideally, teachers cannot utilize these narratives due to 
insufficient resources, training, and proper structures to support their use 
in class. Modern digital media and entertainment accelerate the 
marginalization of traditional music in people’s everyday lives and 
education. If no more active steps are taken, the potential of traditional 
music as an essential aspect of culture and education can hardly be helpful, 
which means that the positive impact it can have will be lost. That is why 
the presented work responds to these issues and recognizes the obstacles 
of using traditional music in learning while suggesting applicable strategies 
that would help foster its cultural and educational values. The primary 
objective of this study is to explore the cultural and educational significance 
of traditional music, with a particular focus on its non-fiction narratives. 
The research aims to provide insights into how these narratives can 
effectively be utilized within educational systems to enhance cultural 
preservation and pedagogical practices. Specific objectives include: 

• To analyze the role of non-fiction narratives in traditional music as a 
means of cultural preservation. 

• To evaluate the current challenges in integrating traditional music 
into formal education. 

• To propose innovative pedagogical strategies for incorporating 
traditional music into teaching practices. 

• To assess the potential impact of traditional music on students' 
cultural awareness and critical thinking skills. 

The study seeks to contribute to the growing discourse on cultural 
sustainability and innovative educational practices by addressing these 
objectives. This study focuses on traditional music's cultural and academic 
significance, particularly its non-fiction narratives. The research examines 
how these narratives serve as tools for cultural preservation and their 
potential integration into formal and informal educational settings. The 
scope includes analyzing traditional music genres and practices that 
exemplify non-fiction storytelling, highlighting their historical, moral, and 
communal dimensions. The study is delimited in several ways; while 
traditional music exists globally, this research primarily examines examples 
from specific cultural contexts where non-fiction narratives are 
prominently featured. This includes, but is not limited to, indigenous, folk, 
and oral traditions. The study concentrates on primary and secondary 
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education settings, exploring how traditional music can be integrated into 
curricula. Higher education and informal community learning initiatives are 
mentioned but not the primary focus. The research is limited to non-fiction 
narratives within traditional music, such as historical recounts, moral 
teachings, and real-life experiences. Fictional and purely instrumental 
forms of traditional music are excluded. Data collection is limited to 
literature reviews, case studies, and interviews with educators and cultural 
practitioners. Large-scale quantitative surveys or longitudinal studies are 
beyond the scope of this research. By clearly defining its scope and 
delimitations, this study ensures a focused and manageable exploration of 
how traditional music can bridge cultural preservation and education.  

The paper is structured into six sections: The introduction outlines the 
background and objectives; the Literature Review explores prior research 
and gaps; the Methodology explains the framework and data collection; the 
Results analyze narratives, cultural significance, and pedagogy; the 
Discussion interprets findings and implications; and Conclusion 
summarizes insights and recommendations for integrating traditional 
music into education. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Traditional Music and Cultural Narratives 
Traditional music is uniquely positioned as a medium for cultural 

expression and preservation. It carries communities' stories, beliefs, and 
values, often serving as a form of oral history. Many traditional songs 
recount real-life events such as historical battles, migrations, and 
communal celebrations, making them invaluable for understanding cultural 
heritage (Miller, 2022). These narratives provide insights into the past and 
maintain cultural identity in changing times. For instance, the Irish folk 
tradition is rich with ballads that tell stories of rebellion, love, and hardship, 
reflecting the socio-political history of Ireland. Likewise, South Asia's 
protestant bhakti and Sufi music combines spiritual and historical music 
and myths (Cottrell et al., 2023). Such examples prove how the music 
traditions are part of the generations of the communities, where the 
knowledge of the decades passes from the upcoming generations. The 
cultural discursive aspect is also a sign of resistance and survival, encoded 
in music. Historically, during colonization and social change, music has 
played the role of silent observer and protester. For instance, African 
American people’s spirituals gave hope and contained messages during the 
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period of slavery, meaning they are more than abstract creations but 
activism (Bernard, 2024). Nevertheless, problems arise regarding the 
importance of traditional music in preserving cultural histories. The 
increase in globalization and influence of popular music has put paid to 
most of the practices. The younger generation is increasingly removed 
from these stories, jeopardizing them (Ho, 2021). Authors have advocated 
further endeavors to archive and incorporate traditional music as part of 
the learning curriculum to be made available in the future (Hayajneh, 2025). 
This study shows that traditional music is more than merely a performance 
but an essential record of culture. Their stories help expand the knowledge 
of history and personal identity and belong within the sphere of history 
studies. 

2.2 Pedagogical Approaches in Music Education 
Music education has been one of the most effective instruments for 

individuals' cognition and emotional growth for a very long time. With its 
deep cultural semantics, music is ideal for teaching and learning. When used 
in music education, these narratives and concepts are instrumental in 
improving students’ ethnic, historical, moral (Folk, 2024). This is true in 
the case of narrative-based learning, where traditional songs sing real-life 
stories and lessons. This method ensures students feel for the content and 
makes them think and feel for fellow students. For instance, when the 
teacher is focused on having students learn folk songs that present histories 
in those societies, it becomes a way of getting them to learn more about 
the socio-political details of the stories presented (Zhiyu). Another strategy 
is performance-based, where the students physically implement traditional 
music by singing, playing instruments, composing, or working in groups. 
When learners sing or perform traditional music, they refresh their 
understanding of the cultural rationale concerning the music. Such an 
approach is most useful when one aims to gain hands-on experience and 
inculcate cultural sensitivity (Roberts, 2024). Interdisciplinary approaches 
have revealed that incorporating traditional music into other school 
subjects, including history, language arts, or social studies, has possibilities. 
For example, learners studying the Civil Rights Movement should be able 
to learn freedom songs to comprehend the pains of the movement 
squarely. This paper highlights how this integration benefits musical and 
academic learning domains (Akutsu, 2020). These different pedagogical 
approaches can be taken a notch higher through modern technology. Some 
ways traditional music and related stories are available through digital 
media are through interactive applications and online archives. Teachers 
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may use such tools to develop the teaching-learning process by combining 
the conventional and modern forms (Suman et al., 2023). However, putting 
traditional music into education has some concerns. Several teachers, 
principals, and other educators have not been trained in using these 
strategies or are deprived of the necessary tools. Moreover, focusing on 
academics and demanding writing an increasing number of tests and 
examinations shifts attention from cultural disciplines. To eradicate these 
barriers, it is essential to ensure policies for support, teacher training, and 
a curriculum that embraces tradition and its importance in education (Ford, 
2024). From the available literature, it can be ascertained that it is not only 
possible but very beneficial to incorporate traditional music narratives in 
teaching-learning processes that foster cultural heritage. The four strategies 
help educators build a stronger bond with students and cultural heritage by 
using narratives, experiences, subjects, and technologies at the same time. 

2.3 Gaps in Existing Research 
Despite the rich body of work on traditional music and its cultural 

importance, several critical gaps remain, particularly in its pedagogical 
applications.  There is a lack of detailed, scalable models for incorporating 
traditional music into educational curricula. While studies emphasize its 
cultural and pedagogical value, they rarely provide actionable strategies or 
frameworks for educators to implement effectively (Wilson & Black, 2024). 
This creates a disconnect between theory and practice. Much of the existing 
literature disproportionately focuses on Western music traditions, leaving 
many non-Western and indigenous music narratives underexplored. This 
gap limits the diversity of perspectives available for fostering cultural 
awareness in students (Shuster et al., 2022). Few studies address how 
traditional music can be systematically integrated into interdisciplinary 
teaching approaches. Research on its application in history, social studies, 
or language education remains minimal (Clark, 2024). Although digital 
platforms have emerged as tools for cultural preservation, research on their 
specific role in making traditional music narratives accessible and engaging 
for students is limited. Studies seldom explore how technology can bridge 
the gap between traditional music and modern learners (Alam & Mohanty, 
2023). Another major void relates to realizing the functional realities of 
classroom teachers. This lack of training, resources, and instrumental 
control hinders incorporating traditional music into classrooms (Miyashiro, 
2024). Meeting these challenges calls for systematic research and 
development of professional learning and curriculum. Most of the current 
related studies lag in empirical research with qualitative methodologies 
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only, and less attention has been paid to how traditional music education 
enhances students' learning achievement, cultural appreciation, and 
interpersonal skills.  The lack of robust data hinders the ability to make 
evidence-based policy recommendations (Nair et al., 2022). Filling these 
gaps will require interdisciplinary approaches that combine 
ethnomusicology, education, and digital innovation. Additionally, 
expanding the geographic and cultural scope of research is essential for 
ensuring a more inclusive understanding of traditional music’s educational 
potential. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Design 
This study adopts a qualitative research design, supported by case studies 

and interviews, to explore the integration of traditional music’s non-fiction 
narratives into educational settings. The qualitative approach is selected to 
capture cultural narratives' depth, richness, and potential pedagogical 
applications. The research framework comprises three phases. The 
Exploration Phase involves reviewing literature and archival data to 
identify traditional music genres rich in non-fiction narratives and analyze 
their cultural and educational relevance. The Case Study Phase examines 
selected music traditions, documenting their narratives, historical contexts, 
and pedagogical applications. The Implementation and Evaluation Phase 
tests proposed teaching strategies in educational settings through 
workshops with educators. Data is collected via interviews with experts, 
observation of educational sessions, and document analysis of teaching 
materials to identify gaps and opportunities for integrating traditional 
music. Figure 1 presents the methodology.  

 
Figure 1: Proposed Methodology Diagram 



Jianwen Lv / Non-Fiction Narratives in Traditional Music: Exploring Cultural ... 

788 

3.2 Data Sources and Collection Methods 
The research utilized a combination of primary and secondary data 

sources to thoroughly explore the integration of traditional music 
narratives into educational settings. Data collection methods were designed 
to ensure depth, diversity, and reliability. 

3.2.1 Primary Data Collection 
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 25 experts, including 

music educators, ethnomusicologists, and cultural practitioners. These 
individuals were selected for their direct involvement with traditional music 
or its application in educational contexts. Participants represented diverse 
cultural regions such as South Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Eastern 
Europe, ensuring varied perspectives. The interviews focused on 
understanding the cultural relevance of traditional music narratives and 
identifying challenges in incorporating them into teaching practices. Each 
interview lasted between 30 and 60 minutes and followed a flexible format 
to allow for in-depth discussion. Field observations were conducted by 
attending ten live traditional music performances and five community-
based workshops. These events were chosen from cultural hubs in India, 
Ghana, and Hungary, each known for their rich musical heritage. 
Observational data were collected on the delivery of music narratives, the 
cultural expressions within performances, and the engagement of 
participants. For instance, a Hungarian folk group was observed narrating 
historical events through music, demonstrating the potential for 
storytelling in education. Three pilot workshops were organized to test the 
feasibility of integrating traditional music into educational curricula. These 
workshops involved 15 educators and 60 students from schools across 
three countries. The workshops introduced traditional music narratives 
into classroom activities, and feedback was collected through surveys and 
focus group discussions. Results indicated that 85% of educators observed 
higher levels of student engagement, while 70% of students reported an 
increased interest in cultural studies. 

3.2.2 Secondary Data Collection 
Traditional music archives served as a crucial source for historical and 

cultural context. Over 200 recordings and manuscripts were analyzed from 
institutions such as the Smithsonian Folkways Collection and the National 
Archives of India. These archives provided insights into non-fiction 
narratives' themes, structure, and historical significance in traditional 
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music. For example, recordings of African griots highlighted their role in 
preserving communal histories and moral lessons. A systematic review of 
peer-reviewed academic articles, books, and conference proceedings was 
conducted to support the primary data. Literature was sourced from 
JSTOR, SpringerLink, and Google Scholar databases. The review focused 
on themes related to traditional music’s cultural significance, narrative 
structures, and educational applications. Over 50 articles were critically 
analyzed, including studies that revealed the underutilization of 
conventional music in contemporary education. 

3.2.3 Data Collection Timeline and Tools 
The data collection process spanned six months, from January to June 

2024. Informal interviews and observations were recorded in audio and 
video formats. Thematic analysis was used to analyze the qualitative data 
collected using NVivo software, while surveys from the workshops were 
analyzed using quantitative tools. This intensive timeline helped to 
maintain the proper level of depth and continuity of research. The research 
focused on rural education narratives of traditional music and their analysis 
for tourism, with primary and secondary data. The collected data helped 
establish a strong framework for evaluating the incorporation of 
conventional musical scores into curricula and fostering cultural 
conservation efforts through education. 

3.3 Data Analysis Techniques 
To ensure the data's validity, this study used qualitative and quantitative 

methods in data analysis. The following research questions posed the 
survey as a mathematical equation to capture the response pattern and 
compare and test the hypothesis about the inter-variable relationship to 
substantiate the qualitative conclusions. Thematic analysis was employed 
to identify recurring patterns and themes in the qualitative data collected 
from interviews, observations, and archival research. Using NVivo 
software, transcripts were coded into thematic categories such as "cultural 
significance," "educational challenges," and "narrative integration." The 
occurrence of themes was quantified to prioritize the most prevalent issues. 

Let 𝑇 = {𝑡1, 𝑡2, . . . , 𝑡𝑛} represent the set of themes identified, where 𝑡𝑖 
denotes the 𝑖𝑡ℎ theme. The frequency 𝑓(𝑡𝑖) of each theme was calculated 
as: 

𝑓(𝑡𝑖) =
𝑂𝑐𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑒𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑡𝑖

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑜𝑐𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑒𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑎𝑙𝑙 𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑠
× 100 (1) 
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For example, if "cultural significance" appeared 45 times out of 200 
coded occurrences, its frequency would be: 

𝑓(𝑐𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑙 𝑠𝑖𝑔𝑛𝑖𝑓𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒) =
45

200
× 100 = 22.5% 

This allowed the study to focus on more prevalent themes, guiding the 
discussion and recommendations. Content analysis was conducted on 
archival data and field observations to examine traditional music's narrative 
structure and cultural elements. Words, phrases, and symbols were 
categorized and counted to determine their contextual significance. Let 

𝑊 = {𝑤1, 𝑤2, . . . , 𝑤𝑛} represent the set of words or symbols analyzed and 

𝑐(𝑤𝑖) denote the count of 𝑤𝑖. Word significance 𝑆(𝑤𝑖) was calculated 
using the term frequency-inverse document frequency (TF-IDF) method: 

𝑆(𝑤𝑖) = 𝑇𝐹 − 𝐼𝐷𝐹 = 𝑇𝐹(𝑤𝑖) × 𝐼𝐷𝐹(𝑤𝑖) (2) 
Where: 

𝑇𝐹(𝑤𝑖) =
𝐹𝑟𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑦 𝑜𝑓 𝑤𝑖 𝑖𝑛 𝑎 𝑑𝑜𝑐𝑢𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑑𝑠 𝑖𝑛 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑑𝑜𝑐𝑢𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡
 

𝐼𝐷𝐹(𝑤𝑖) = 𝑙𝑜𝑔⁡ (
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑑𝑜𝑐𝑢𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠

𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑑𝑜𝑐𝑢𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑐𝑜𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑤𝑖

) 

This mathematical approach quantified the relevance of specific words 
or phrases in traditional music narratives. Survey data collected during 
workshops was analyzed using descriptive statistics to summarize 
educators' and students' responses. Variables such as engagement levels 
(EEE), perceived cultural awareness (CCC), and feasibility of integration 

(FFF) were measured on a Likert scale from 1 to 5. Mean (𝜇) and standard 

deviation (𝜎) were calculated for each variable: 

𝜇 =
∑ 𝑥𝑖
𝑛
𝑖=1

𝑛
,⁡⁡⁡𝜎 = √

∑ (𝑥𝑖 − 𝜇)2𝑛
𝑖=1

𝑛
 (3) 

Where 𝑥𝑖 represents individual responses and 𝑛 is the total number of 

responses. For example, if 𝐶 = [4,5,4,3,5] then: 

𝜇𝐶 =
4 + 5 + 4 + 3 + 5

5
= 4.2,⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡⁡𝜎𝐶

= √
(4 − 4.2)2 + (5 − 4.2)2 +⋯

5
= 0.748 

The relationship between variables, such as educator engagement (𝐸) 

and student cultural awareness (𝐶), was evaluated using Pearson’s 

correlation coefficient (𝑟): 
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𝑟 =
∑ (𝐸𝑖 − 𝜇𝐸)(𝐶𝑖 − 𝜇𝐶)
𝑛
𝑖=1 ⁡

√∑ (𝐸𝑖 − 𝜇𝐸)
2(𝐶𝑖 − 𝜇𝐶)

2𝑛
𝑖=1

 (4) 

A positive 𝑟 value close to 1 indicated a strong positive relationship 
between the variables. The findings from qualitative thematic analysis and 
quantitative statistical methods were integrated using triangulation. This 
ensured consistency and reliability in interpreting the data. By combining 
mathematical rigor with qualitative insights, the study provided a 
comprehensive understanding of the role of traditional music narratives in 
education. 

4. RESULTS 

4.1 Analysis of Non-Fiction Narratives in Traditional Music 
Analyzing non-fiction narratives in traditional music revealed significant 

insights into their structure, themes, and cultural impact. These findings are 
categorized into narrative themes, cultural representation, and their 
pedagogical potential. Quantitative summaries and illustrative examples 
support the analysis, supplemented by relevant tables and figures. 
Traditional music is rich in themes that reflect historical events, moral 
lessons, and community values. From the data, the following primary 
themes were identified. Songs recounting battles, migrations, or significant 
historical events. For example, narratives like Rákóczi’s March in 
Hungarian folk music commemorate the 18th-century Revolution. Sufi and 
bhakti music often convey moral lessons through allegorical stories, 
encouraging ethical living. African griot traditions highlight communal 
values and social justice, acting as oral records of societal norms and 
conflicts. Cultural identity is central to traditional music narratives. Table 1 
summarizes the analyzed narratives' geographic distribution and key 
cultural elements. 

Table 1: Geographic and Cultural Characteristics of Narratives 

Region Key Narrative 
Themes 

Cultural Elements Example Songs 

South Asia Moral lessons, 
spiritual themes 

Devotional music, 
nature symbolism 

Bhajan (India) 

Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

Social justice, oral 
histories 

Call-and-response, 
rhythmic storytelling 

Griot Tales (Mali) 

Eastern 
Europe 

Historical narratives Heroic symbolism, folk 
instruments 

Rákóczi’s March 
(Hungary) 

A content analysis of 100 traditional songs identified the frequency of 
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specific narrative themes. These frequencies are visualized in Figure 2. 

 
Figure 2: Frequency of Themes in Traditional Music Narratives 

Non-fiction narratives in traditional music follow structured patterns 
that enhance their impact. Linear narratives present chronological accounts 
of events, such as migrations, preserving historical memory. Symbolic 
narratives use allegories, like in Sufi poetry, to convey moral and 
philosophical lessons. Repetitive structures, common in African griot 
music, emphasize key themes through repeated lines or phrases. These 
patterns highlight the richness and cultural significance of traditional music 
storytelling. Table 2 provides a breakdown of structural features observed 
across the data. 

Table 2: Structural Features in Traditional Music Narratives 

Structure Type Frequency (%) Example Narrative 

Linear 45% Migration stories (Ghana) 
Symbolic 35% Sufi songs (Pakistan) 
Repetitive 20% Griot chants (Mali) 

The narratives demonstrate significant pedagogical applications, such as 
fostering cultural understanding and critical thinking. Table 3 summarizes 
feedback from educators and students during pilot workshops. 

Table 3: Feedback on Pedagogical Integration of Narratives 

Stakeholder 
Group 

Key Observations Percentage Agreement 
(%) 

Educators Enhances student engagement 85% 
Students Improves cultural awareness 75% 

Educators Challenges due to lack of resources 40% 

Figure 3 showcases the key ethical themes found in traditional music 
narratives. Prominent themes such as "justice," "community," 
"spirituality," and "history" stand out, highlighting the central moral and 
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cultural messages conveyed. Additional terms like "resilience," "identity," 
"heritage," "values," and "culture" reflect the depth and diversity of the 
ethical and cultural elements in these narratives. 

 
Figure 3: Word Cloud of Common Themes in Narratives 

Figure 4 illustrates the narrative complexity scores of traditional music 
across three regions on a scale of 1 to 10. South Asia exhibits the highest 
complexity (8.5), followed by Sub-Saharan Africa (7.0) and Eastern Europe 
(6.5). 

 
Figure 4: Comparison of Narrative Complexity Across Regions 

This analysis highlights the depth and diversity of non-fiction narratives 
in traditional music. Historical accounts, moral teachings, and communal 
values are prevalent and culturally significant. Their structured delivery and 
symbolic richness make them ideal educational tools, particularly in 
fostering critical thinking and cultural awareness. The findings underscore 
the need to integrate these narratives into teaching practices to preserve 
cultural heritage and enrich learning. 

4.2 Cultural Significance of Narratives Identified 
The cultural significance of non-fiction narratives in traditional music 

lies in their role as carriers of identity, history, and values. These narratives 
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preserve the collective memory of communities, offering a lens through 
which cultural heritage is passed from generation to generation. The 
analysis highlights several dimensions of their cultural importance, 
supported by quantitative and qualitative findings. Traditional music 
narratives serve as oral archives, preserving historical events, significant 
milestones, and collective struggles. For example, griot songs in Mali 
document genealogies and historical accounts, ensuring the continuity of 
knowledge in non-literate societies. Similarly, Irish folk ballads recount 
stories of rebellion and resilience, embedding history within artistic 
expression. The example of historical memory in traditional narratives 
presented in Table 4. 

Table 4: Examples of Historical Memory in Traditional Narratives 

Region Example Narrative Historical Event Represented 

West Africa Griot storytelling Tribal leadership and migrations 
Eastern Europe Rákóczi’s March Hungarian Revolution 

South Asia Bhakti and Sufi songs Social reform and spiritual movements 

Non-fiction narratives often convey moral lessons and ethical 
frameworks through symbolic and allegorical storytelling. Sufi music, for 
instance, uses spiritual allegories to emphasize universal values like love, 
humility, and justice. Such narratives foster social cohesion by providing a 
shared set of values. The common ethical themes in traditional narratives 
depicted in Figure 5. 

 
Figure 5: Common Ethical Themes in Traditional Narratives 

Traditional music narratives reinforce cultural identity by embodying a 
community's language, customs, and traditions. For instance, the use of 
indigenous instruments, dialects, and symbolic imagery in music 
strengthens the sense of belonging among community members. In Sub-
Saharan Africa, call-and-response patterns reflect communal unity, while 
Eastern European folk music incorporates regional motifs and rhythms 
that evoke a shared heritage. Traditional music is integral to rituals, 
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celebrations, and ceremonies, where narratives provide structure and 
meaning. For example, in South Asia, devotional songs are central to 
religious ceremonies, linking participants to spiritual traditions. Similarly, 
in African cultures, initiation rites, and harvest festivals feature songs that 
narrate community values and ancestral wisdom. The ritualistic 
applications of traditional narratives present in Table 5. 

Table 5: Ritualistic Applications of Traditional Narratives 

Culture Ritual or Ceremony Narrative Role 

Native American Rain Dance Invoking ancestral spirits 
South Asia Weddings (e.g., Mehndi songs) Celebrating familial bonds 

Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

Harvest festivals Celebrating community 
cooperation 

The cultural significance of traditional music narratives faces challenges 
from globalization and the dominance of popular music. The study found 
that younger generations often view traditional music as outdated, gradually 
eroding its role in cultural preservation. However, efforts to adapt these 
narratives through modern platforms, such as digital storytelling and 
educational curricula, show promise for revitalizing their cultural relevance. 
The perception of traditional music across generations is depicted in Figure 
6.   

 
Figure 6: Perception of Traditional Music Across Generations 

The analysis of feedback from pilot workshops and expert interviews 
provided measurable insights into the cultural significance of narratives. 
The cultural impact assessment presented in Table 6. 

Table 6: Cultural Impact Assessment 
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Preserves Cultural Identity 90% Reinforces heritage and 
communal values 

Enhances 
Intergenerational Dialogue 

80% Encourages storytelling among 
families 

Educates on Historical 
Events 

75% Supports informal and formal 
learning 

Figure 7 highlights the dominant cultural symbols found in traditional 
music narratives. Key terms such as "heritage," "ritual," "values," 
"identity," and "community" emphasize the central themes. Other 
significant terms like "spirituality," "tradition," "culture," and "history" 
further illustrate the richness and diversity of cultural elements embedded 
within these narratives 

 
Figure 7: Word Cloud of Cultural Symbols in Narratives 

The cultural significance of non-fiction narratives in traditional music 
lies in their multifaceted role as preservers of history, conveyors of values, 
and symbols of identity. These narratives form a cultural bridge between 
past and present, ensuring continuity in an ever-changing world. Despite 
challenges posed by modernization, their adaptation into educational and 
digital platforms offers a pathway to sustain their relevance for future 
generations 

4.3 Pedagogical Applications Derived from the Data 
Analyzing non-fiction narratives in traditional music revealed their 

immense potential for enriching educational practices. Ultimately, it is 
argued that by using these narratives in instructions, teachers can promote 
cultural sensitivity, knowledge, and skills critical to problem-solving, and 
interdisciplinary learning. This section explores the pedagogical 
applications identified through data collection and analysis, supported by 
feedback from educators and students. Addressing curricula with 
traditional music narratives provides students with knowledge of different 
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cultures and histories. In a pilot workshop conducted, those educators 
indicated that the study’s findings of 85% of respondents raised student 
interest in cultural studies on the introduction of traditional music 
narratives. For instance, teaching songs like African griot tales or Indian 
bhajans helped students understand these cultures' socio-political and 
spiritual contexts. The impact on cultural awareness presented in Table 7. 

Table 7: Impact on Cultural Awareness 

Pedagogical Focus Student 
Engagement (%) 

Educator Feedback 
(%) 

Historical Understanding 80% 85% 
Ethical Lessons 75% 78% 

Cultural Diversity 88% 90% 

Therefore, it could be suggested that the music narratives as told in 
traditional approaches may be employed successfully in interprofessional 
learning. Teachers can enhance a student's education whenever music is 
incorporated into teaching history, literature, and social studies. For 
instance, a workshop activity combined studying Hungarian folk songs 
with a lesson on the historical events they commemorate. This approach 
improved comprehension and retention, with 70% of students reporting a 
better understanding of historical contexts. Figure 8 showing integration 
percentages: History (35%), Social Studies (30%), Literature (25%), Music 
Theory (10%). 

 
Figure 8: Subject Integration in Pedagogical Applications 

Patterning in traditional music is also specific, much of which resort to 
allegory and symbols that help the student interpret meaningfully. For 
example, the breakdown and discussion of what metaphors the Sufi songs 
convey or the discussion of ethics of the stories being told at night by the 
Africans make the learners think reflectively. Slightly over two-thirds of all 
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educators responded that students' analysis skills were enhanced through 
such exercises, 65% to be precise. Many identified meaningful and 
authentic educational experiences because activities like singing in groups, 
playing instruments, and listening to or telling stories were used frequently 
in the classroom. The experiences of the workshops show that engagement 
in traditional music promotes participation and improves student 
engagement and attendance. As an illustration, 75% said they had 
improved their sense of the stories’ relevance when students danced to 
traditional songs rather than merely listening to them. 

Table 8: Comparison of Passive vs. Active Learning Approaches 

Learning Method Student Retention (%) Engagement Level (%) 

Passive Listening 60% 65% 
Active Participation 85% 90% 

The study focused on the role of technology in enhancing the way 
traditional music stories is /are taught knowledge. New opportunities, such 
as YouTube and interactive applications, allowed the availability of limited-
stock audio and video materials, which contributed to making traditional 
music more familiar to the younger generation. Nearly three-quarters of 
the educators who participated in the study reported that technology 
enhanced their ability to connect the lessons from the story with current 
learners. 

 
Figure 9: Educators’ Perspectives on Technology in Pedagogy 

Implications for practice from the data focus on the social change 
function of historical music narratives in education. These narratives 
enhance the learning experience as the key values of cultural literacy, critical 
thinking, and interdisciplinarity. Additional improvements can further this 
integration so that these purposes will continue to be served by these 
barriers, such as resources or the curriculum. 
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5. DISCUSSION 

The sociological use of traditional folk music narratives established their 
versatility and significance. Thus, it is an educational tool that conveys and 
passes down cultural and ethical lessons. These narratives are grounded in 
history, moral, and communal demands and, for this reason, are pertinent 
culturally. The study on themes identified historical narratives as the most 
common type of pre-existing data, making up 40% of collected data. This 
shows that traditional music occupied a special place in recording and 
passing information in societies that were not privileged in terms of literacy. 
Moral and ethical lessons, as identified from the music, representing 35% 
of the themes, show that traditional music can be used to pass on values 
and thus proved to be an essential tool in formulating community and 
individual values. Subjecting traditional music to education setup boosted 
students’ enhanced interests and cultural understanding. In pilot 
workshops, the findings were that student interest rose by 85% if a 
traditional music history theme was introduced into lessons. Active 
learning techniques, which included singing traditional songs and dancing 
to them, yielded promising results, thus the need to encourage more 
participatory teaching methods. Therefore, the seven investigations for this 
study hold significant implications for music education regarding framing 
curricula, pedagogy approaches, and resource distribution. Thus, sharing 
traditional music narratives in educational curricula enhances cultural and 
cross-curricular understanding. Teachers can make lessons more effective 
and culturally sensitive, incorporating the songs as a piece of traditional 
culture into history, literature, and ethical studies lessons. This approach is 
consistent with the modern learning objectives for citizenship and critical 
skills worldwide. The study also focuses on totally or partly practiced 
experiential learning methods to establish the effectiveness of traditional 
music teaching. Things like singing along, playing an instrument, or even 
when one is listening to lyrics help them comprehend better emotionally. 
Educators should embrace these to establish successful instructional 
environments that accommodate the learners. All of these challenges mean 
that it is necessary to create specific programs of professional development 
for educators, with an emphasis on the elimination of the discursive 
barriers listed above. Such programs should prepare teachers with the 
knowledge and ability to integrate traditional music narratives. Areas could 
cover issues of ethnomusicology, storytelling and handling cultural 
materials, and technology in retrieving and disseminating traditional songs. 
The absence of a traditional music source was an ongoing issue in the data. 
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This problem can be countered by establishing central repositories and 
online databases. As such, governments and institutions of education 
should consider adequately funding works that capture and share 
traditional music narratives, making such resources accessible for teachers 
and students. The social and cultural relevance of traditional music 
narratives for education transcends cultural and social factors such as 
cultural heritage, social cohesiveness, and cultural identity. Oral music 
histories remain informative and are essential in conserving oral cultural 
assets. The good thing is that the communities can install these folk tales 
in both formal and non-formal schooling systems so that the dissemination 
of the stories will continue despite the onset of globalization. Digital 
archiving and launching educational programs are vital in preserving these 
traditions for future generations. According to historical narratives of 
traditional music, music has always acted as a binding force in different 
communities. Coping narratives create-communalized positive emotions, 
therefore reinforcing common values and cultural memories. Their 
function in annual carnivals, conferences, and other social activities is to 
promote cultural exchange between the young and the elderly. Stakeholder 
emotional needs are also met, especially for younger generations, by 
traditional music narratives that provide the said group with an 
understanding of who they are and where they belong. As for the students, 
it made them understand their cultural narratives better, and therefore, they 
benefited from the same. This stresses the role of traditional music 
regarding globalization as it can prevent cultural loss compared to the 
globalization processes. The genre, equipped with such messages as 
persistence, justice, and love, opens up a chance for multiculturalism in the 
discourses of traditional music tales. These narratives allow educators and 
individuals connected with culture to share the uniqueness and similarity 
between various cultures with students and the general community. The 
significant educational and cultural value of traditional music narratives. 
Their integration into education can enhance cultural literacy, foster critical 
thinking, and promote social cohesion. However, achieving these 
outcomes requires addressing the identified barriers through curriculum 
reform, professional development, and resource allocation. Beyond 
education, preserving and disseminating these narratives contribute to 
cultural sustainability and global cultural exchange, reaffirming their 
relevance in a rapidly changing world. 

6. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 
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This study explored non-fiction narratives' cultural significance and 
pedagogical applications in traditional music. The findings highlight the 
richness of these narratives in preserving cultural heritage, transmitting 
moral values, and fostering a sense of identity. By integrating traditional 
music into educational systems, educators can enhance cultural literacy, 
encourage interdisciplinary learning, and promote critical thinking among 
students. The research demonstrates that when properly analyzed and 
applied, traditional music narratives can be powerful tools for bridging 
cultural heritage and modern education. However, several challenges 
remain, including limited resources, lack of structured methodologies, and 
underrepresenting certain cultural traditions. Addressing these barriers is 
essential for realizing the full potential of traditional music in education. 
Future work will increase the study's scale by adding other areas of culture 
and traditions that have not yet been investigated. There is a need for more 
quantitative research to examine the consequences of implementing 
traditional music instructional models, particularly over the length of a 
school year, and about student achievement and cultural sensitivity. 
Furthermore, further utilizing digital technology that encompasses the 
latest web advancements, including virtual reality and artificial intelligence-
based archival applications, can help extend the applicability of traditional 
music narratives. In this context, this study intends to carry on researching 
and diversifying the implementation of traditional music in education to 
preserve and extend cultural heritage and foster cultural responsiveness in 
diverse learning contexts. 
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